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Week Ending Friday, March 5, 2004 


The President’s Radio Address 
February 28, 2004 


Good For 


illegal 


drug use has been a serious problem facing 


moming many years 
our country. Drugs cost people their savings 
and their health and rob children of thei 
My administration has taken action 


to confront this danger. We have pursu dan 


promise 


ambitious, focused strategy to cut demand 
for drugs at home, interdict supplies of drugs 
abroad, and treat more addicts who seel 
help 

In 2002, I set a goal to reduce illegal drug 
use by 10 percent over 2 years and by 25 

This Monday we will 
National Drug Control 
shows _ the 


made 


percent ove} 5 vears 
release the annual 
Strategy 


progress we have 


which impressive 
Youth drug use ck 
clined 1] percent between 2001 and 2003 


meaning 400,000 fewer young people use« 


| 
drugs. These results exceeded our goal and 


prove d that our hard work is paying off 
This year, we will expand our strategy so 
that we 


can make even greater progress in 


the fight against drugs. The best way to cut 
; , 
drug use is to cut demand for drugs at the 
sround level. So mv budget includes a $10 
million increase for drug-free communities 


a commonsense prevention program that 


supports local coalitions working to stop 
young peopl from using drugs 

Research shows that teen wers who abstain 
from drugs are unlikely to start using them 
later in life. So I have asked ¢ ongress to pro 
vide an additional $23 million for 
schools who want to develop and carry out 
drug testing programs Random drug testing 
gives students a strong answer to the social 
pressure to try drugs It he Ips schools identify 


] 
those using drugs so they can intervene with 


counseling and treatment before 


ments turn into addictions 
We've seen the positive results of drug 
testing across the country. Just 2 vears afte 


Hunterdon Central Regional High School in 


New Jersey began its testing program drug 
use had declined significantly throughout the 
school. Hunterdon’s principal described the 
Wi 
seen a prevention curriculum that affected 
the numbers this substantially. We finally had 


program s effect this way have never 


a tool that was making a large difference 
As we reduce demand tor drugs. we re also 

preventing drug supplies from entering our 

Our 


. ] . ] ? 
personnel are targeting the world’s most dan- 


country military and law enforcement 


gerous drug trafficking networks. We are dis- 


mantling these organizations and putting 


their leaders in jail And by working with GON 
ernments across our hemisphere, we are dry- 
ing up the world’s supply of illegal drugs at 
its source 
Finally, we are taking steps to help thos« 
fallen into the 
Drug dependence 


] 
produc tivity as well 


who have destructive cycle of 


addiction undermines 
as moral conviction and 
devastates millions of families each vear 
Some addicts recognize their problem and 
want to change but cannot afford access to 
professional care. To help men and women 
like these, I launched an initiative called Ac 
Recove ry 


cess to This program will help 


| 
thousands of Americans get the treatment 


they need. And because I know a good way 
to change a person s behavior is to change 
their heart, faith-based treatment programs 
will alwavs be an option ( ongress has pro 
vided $100 million for this lifesaving pro 
gram ind this year, I have asked it to double 
that amount 

The progress reported in this year’s Drug 
Control Strategy is encouraging. Our goals 
are ambitious, and we have seen they can 


Ne Ww Wwe 


| 
provement of the past 
I 


be achieved will build on the im 


| 
vears and Wwe will 


continue working toward a society in which 
all citizens can lead a life of indepe ndence 
ind purpose, tree from the devastating influ- 
ence ol drugs 


Thank vou for listening 
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NoTI The address was recorded at 10:30 a.m 
on February 27 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
10:06 a.m. on February 
28. The transcript was made available by the Of 
of the Secretary February 27 but 
Vas ¢ mbargoc d for release until the broadcast. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Lisa Brady 
Hunterdon Central Regional High 
NJ]. The Office of the Press 


| | h | 
secretary also released a Spanish language tran 


House for broadcast at 


lice Press on 


principal 
| | 
} 


School, Flemington 


script of this address 


Remarks on the Resignation of 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
of Haiti 
February 29, 2004 

President Aristide resigned. He has left his 
The 


ing. There is an interim Pre sident, as pel the 


country Constitution of Haiti is work 


Constitution. in place 
I 


, , 
| have ordered the ck ploy nt ol marines 

1 
is the k iding element of an interim inte 


national to he Ip bring order and sta 
bility to Haiti I have done 


the international community 


lorce 
so in vorking with 
1 

This Government believes it essential that 

| | l 
Haiti have a hope ful future. This is the begin 
| 

FOr anew ch ipter in the country’s history 


Haiti 


from. the 


peopl ot to 


I 
] ] 
give this brea 


And the 


reyect 
past a 
to worl United States is pre 
1 to he Ip 


’ | 
nank Vou 


Statement Calling for Congressional 
Action on Foreign Sales 
Corporations/Extraterritorial 
Income Legislation 

March 1, 2004 


to take 


| urge ( vass FS 


“aX ( ode 


OnYTeSS 


, 
i i 
ETL ke sislation that reforms the 7 


tarills 
Arne ri 


competi 


removes the unde rlving eason for the 
] } 
that ! heen mmposed today 


I 
ind further 


Arne micah 
Cove I the 


LAV ¢ On 


ull 


exports ich wices the 
I 


Hi 
} 


eness ol manufacturers and job 


itors 


past > Vears, My idminis 


| 
vith ¢ ongress to further 


ibility ol An 


' 
tration has worked 


IMCrease the 


werican Compare S 
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to succeed in the worldwide economy, laying 
the foundation for increased growth and job 
creation. II 
rent FSC/ETI provisions in the 


we don't act to replace the cur- 
Tax Code 
the tariffs that have been imposed today will 
over the next year Impose an Increasing bur- 
den on American exporters their workers 
and the overall economy To support the con 
tinued stre nethening of our economy and to 
ite th 
threat of these 


competitiveness ol 


cre more jobs Congress should act 
to end the 
the 
manufacturers and other job-creating sectors 


of the U.S 


now tariffs and 


promot American 


economy 


Proclamation 7758—To Modify 
Duty-Free Treatment Under the 
Generalized System of Preferences 
March 1, 2004 


By thu Pri 
of WT Pica 


side ni of thr [ nite d State . 


A Proclamation 

ind 502(a)(1 
the 
the 


coun 


1. Pursuant to sections 501 
of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended 
Act 19 U.S. 2461, 2462(a)(1] 
President is authorized to de signate 
tries as beneficiary deve loping countries fo) 
Generalized System of Pref 


S ol the 


(GSP 


Durpose 
i I 

erences 
the 


Act 19 
Euro 


>) < — >) 
section ? ( 


USA 


oO! 


, 
spec ilies that 


pean iember states mav not be des 


nehiciary countries 
f the GSP 


=1)9 
V2 (¢ ol 


ides that the 


ignated iS ck veloping 
for pur] OSE 

» section 
2462( 


minate the 


the Act 19 { 


President shall tel 


».4 


ar signation ol 


1countrs is a ben 

} { { 

eliciar\ Ge Ve oping country tor purposes Ol 

the GSP if ‘ines that 
1 1 

such country h high mconne 


| 


Ci¢ 


the President detern 
iS become i 


the 


rnational Bank for 


country as fined by official statistics 
Inte 
Dx 
on January 1 of the 
the vear 
made 

t+. Purs 
of the Act 


factors set 


! ) 
ot the Reconstruction 
, 
¢ opment 


Fermination is ettective 


1] 
second year tollowing 


] 


such dete 


and 


hich rmination 1s 
ind 502(a)( I 
the 
Act 


factors set forth 


iant to sections 50] 
ing due regard fon 


501 


ind hav 


forth In secnon ol the 


and tal ing into account the 
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in section 502(« 19 U.S.C. 2462(« I have 
decided to designate Algeria as a beneficiary 
developing country lor purposes of the GSP 

5. Consistent with section 502(b)(1)(C) of 
the Act 
ignation of the Czech Republic 
Poland, and Slo 
vakia as beneficiary ce veloping countries 
eltective 


I have decided to terminate the des 
Estonia 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania 
with such termination to becom 
for each of these countries when it becomes 
a European Union me mber state 

6. Pursuant to section 502(e) of the Act 
I have determined that Antigua and Barbuda 
high 


the 


Bahrain, and Barbados have becom« 


income” countries, and I am terminatin 


designation of those countries as beneficiary 
developing countries for purposes ol th 
GSP, effective January 1, 2006 

7. Section 604 of the Act (19 U.S.( 
authorizes the President to embody 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTS) the 


substance ol the re le int 
provisions ol that Act 


24583 


in the 


ind of other acts al 


fecting import treatment, and actions ther 


under, including the removal, modificati 


luty 


continuance Or Imposition ot any rate ¢ 
or other Import restriction 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of 


wcting under the authority 


America 
vested In me py 
e | nited 


1 sec 
and s¢ 


the Constitution and the laws of tl 
States of America including title \ 
604 of the Act 19 U.S.C 2461-67 
2483 do proclaim that 

1) Algeria 


deve loping country for purposes of the GSP 


thon 


] 
IS al signat Gg as a hye neticlal 


effective 15 davs after the date of this procla 


mation 
2) In order to ref 
the HTS 


modified by adding 


ke ct this de signation 


HTS is 
‘ 


to the list ent 


venel il not ta to the 
Alon rla 
tled “Inde mn ndent Countries.” effective wv 


respect to articles entered. o1 


from warehouse for consun ption, on or al 
the fifteenth day after the date of this pro 
I 
mation 
3) The designation of the Czech Re} ib] 


Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland 


} is benefic lary developing coun 


Estonia 
and Slovakia 


] ] 
tries lor purposes of the GSP is terminated 


for each country on the date 
membe ite 


a Europe in | 
United States Prack Representative shall 


mon 


Vai 


withd) iw 


] 
vhen it becomes 


| 51] 


nounce each such date In a notice published 
in the Federal Re gister 

1) In order to reflect these terminations 
in the HTS to the HTS 


is modified by deleting “Czech Republic 


gene! il note 4a 


Latvia 
Slovakia 


Estonia Hungary Lithuania, 
Poland the list of 


independent countries, effective for each of 


ind from 
these countnes with respect to articles en 
tered or withdrawn from warehous« for con 
ifter the 


country become Sa European mon member 


sumption, on o1 day on which that 
State 

5) The 
buda 
ce veloping countries for purposes of the GSP 
2006 


designation of Antigua and Bar 


Bahrain, and Barbados as beneficiary 
is terminated, effective on January | 

6) In order to reflect this termination in 
the HTS, and to make other changes to up 
date the list of Caribbean Common Market 
CARICOM 


with re speci to articles entered, or withdrawn 


member countries. effective 


from warehouse fon consumption, on or alter 
January 1, 2006, gener il note 4(a) to the HTS 
is modified by 

Barbuda 


Antigua and 


} 
and 


i.) del ting 


Bahrain Barbados” from the 
list of inde pe ndent countries 
deleting Antigua 


uv ind Barbuda and 
1 
from the list of the 


Barbados 
Vember Countries of the Caribbean 
Common Viarket CARICOM 


under the 


of Countries 


except 
The Bahamas 
Asso 
one country md 
ce leting Vember 
Caribbean ( 
CARICOM 
ind ins« rting 
thr Caribbean 


CARICOM 


leting ( 


provision 
lations treated as 
Countries of the 

Varket 
Bahamas 
Countries of 
Varket 


ind dk 


OMMON 
except Thu 
Vembei 

Comnu i 
in lieu thereof 
onsisting of:” before the list 
of countries and inse rting “Currenth 
q ialifyving in lieu thereof 


i Any provisions ol previous proclama 


tions and Executive Orders that are incon 


sistent with the actions taken in this proc la 
mation are supe rseded to the extent of such 
mconsistency 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
mv hand this first dav of March. in the vea 


; 
our Lord two thousand four. and of the 
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Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the 
8:45 a.m., March 3, 2004 


Federal Register, 


NOTI This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 4 


Message to the Congress on 
Extending Generalized System of 
Preferences Benefits to Algeria and 
Terminating Benefits of Certain 
Other Countries 

March 1, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 
Consistent with section 502(f) of the Trade 
Act of 1974 | am 


writing to inform you of my intent to des 


as amended (the “Act 


ignate Algeria as a beneficiary developing 
country and to terminate the designation of 
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bahrain, the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia 
Poland 
ficiary deve loping countries for purposes ol 


system ol 


Lithuania and Slovakia as bene 
the Generalized 
GSP 

I have criteria set forth in 
sections 501 and 502 of the Act. In light ol 
these determined that it is 


appropriate to exte nd GSP benefits to Alge 


Preferences 
! 
considered the 


criteria, I have 
ria. I have also determined that Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, and 
high mcome 


tore terminate 


B thrain have be 
ind I there- 


be rhe 


come countries 


their designation as 
ficiary developing countries effective January 
1. 2006 with the 
Act's prohibition on de signation ol Europe an 
devel 


oping countries, | am terminating such des 


. , 
Furthermore, consistent 


{ nO rhe mbe1 States as he nehiclary 
Estonia 


ind Slo 
European Union 


ignation for the Czech Republic 


Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland 


| 


Vakla when the, become 


We! ibe rst ite S 
George W. Bush 


Che White 
March | 


House 
O04 
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Memorandum on Delegation of 
Certain Reporting Authority 
March 1, 2004 


Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 
Subject: Delegation of Certain Reporting 
Authority 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including section 301 of title 
3, United States Code, I hereby delegate to 
you the functions conferred upon the Presi- 
dent by section 163 of the Trade Act of 1974, 
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213), to provide the 
specified report to the Congress. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Registe1 
§:45 a.m.. Marc h 3 2004 


Note: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Ri gister on March 4 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on 
International Agreements 
March 1, 2004 


Dear M1 Spe aker Dear M 
Consistent with subsection 

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b 

mit a report prepare d by the De partment ol 


Chairman 
b) of the Case- 
I hereby trans- 


State concerning international agreements 
Sincere ly 


George W. Bush 


NOTI Identic il 
Haste x. o 
ind Ric h 
mittee on Fi 


Dennis 


of Re presentatives 


letters were 
veaker of the Hous« 


chairman senate 


rd G 


sent to | 


1 
} 
I 
t 


Lugar Com 


reign Relations 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the National Drug 
Control Strategy 

March 1, 2004 


To the Ce ngress of the United States 
I am transmitting the 2004 National Drug 


Control Strategy, consistent with the Office 
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of National Drug Control Policy Reauthor- 
ization Act of 1998 (21 U.S.C. 1705 

Two years ago, my Administration issued 
its National Drug Control Strategy setting 
forth a balanced approach to reducing drug 
use among teenagers and adults. The Strat- 
egy set ambitious two- and five-year pertorm- 
ance-based goals: (i) to lower the rate of drug 
use by 10 percent over two years; and (ii 
to lower the rate by 25 percent over five 
years. The success of the Strategy can be 
measured by its results 

I am pleased to report that we have ex 
ceeded our two-year goal of reducing drug 
use among young people. The most recent 
survey shows an 1] percent drop betwe en 
2001 and 2003 in the use of illicit drugs by 
teenagers. Among teens, some drugs 
as LSD 


of use. For others, we are seeing the lowest 


such 


have dropped to re cord low levels 


levels of use in almost a decade 

Despite this good news, drug addiction 
Ameri 
cans. Addiction to drugs destroys ties of trust 


continues to challenge far too many 


family, and friendship, and reduces all the 
richness of life to a single destructive desiré 


Almost every American has known someone 


who has followed the self-destructive path of 


addiction. Too many Americans want to 
change a family member's behavior, but are 
afraid of causing division and, perhaps, es 
trangement 

Our Strategy proposes a remarkable and 
unprecedented array of drug control pro 
grams, treatment initiatives, and media cam 
But 
it seeks to engage the desire of all Americans 


i better Nation 


the lie of addiction, and offering the hope 


paign efforts more than any program 


to make this facing down 


ot recovery 


My Administration will continue to place 


addition in 
] 


continued support 


a high priority on reducing drug 


America. I ask for youn 


in this critical endeavor 
George W. Bush 


The White House 
March 1, 2004 


Mar. 2 


9 


Remarks on the Anniversary of the 
United States Department of 
Homeland Security 


March 2, 2004 


Thank you all. Please be seated. Please be 
seated—unless, of course, you don’t have a 
seat. [Laughter] Thanks for the warm wel- 
come. I'm honored to join the proud men 
and women of the Department of Homeland 
Security in celebrating this agency’s first an- 
niversary 

Many of you were here from day one. Oth- 
ers have come aboard in the days since. Yet, 
from the President to the Secretary to the 
newest employee all of us here are tasked 
with vital mission, to secure the 
protect the 
American people. There is no duty more im 
portant. We're meeting that duty together 
and on behalf of a grateful nation, I thank 
you all for what you do to defend our coun- 
try 


a single 


American homeland and_ to 


I appreciate Secretary Ridge’s leadership 
I plucked him out of the ranks of the Gov- 
ernors because I knew he knew how to man- 
age and to set an agenda. He has not let me 
Along with the other leaders here, he 
and the team are doing a fantastic job of lead- 


down 


ing this Department. I appreciate 


Secretary Jim Loy as well for his outstanding 


Deputy 


le adership I want to thank all the officials 
who are he re 
Members of the United 


States Congress who have come. Two Tex- 


I appreciate the 


ans, Mac Thornberry and Jim Turner, I ap- 
preciate you all be ing here. I appreciate Je n 
Dunn from the great State of Wash 


ington and Chris Cox from the State of Cali 


nifer 


fornia. Thanks for taking time to honor thes« 
¢ mplovye es today 

I appreciate all the employees who are 
here. I appreciate you working hard for the 
American peopl I'm sure people don’t 
Well, I'm here to thank 
you as much as an individual possibly can 
for taking the 


risks on behalf of the security of this country 


thank vou enough 
long hours 


for working the 


Today I had the honor of meeting the fam- 
ily of Agent Jimmy Epling. Jimmy was the 
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first Department of Homeland Security em- 
ployee to be killed in the line of duty He 
did so rescuing an individual. He risked his 
life to save a life. And on behalf of our Na- 
Monica and Seth and Shaine and Sean 
and James, and his loving parents, Ken and 
Amy 


and thank vou for having such a good hus- 


tion 
thank vou for raising such a good son 


band. Boys, vou need ‘to be proud of your 
daddy. Thanks for coming 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our Nation saw 
war and grief arrive on a quiet September 
morning. From that day to this, we have pur- 
We are taking the of- 
fensive against the terrorists abroad. We're 


sued a clear strategy 


taking unprecedented measures to protect 
the American people here at home. The goal 
of the that’s 
their goal—and to make Americans live in 
This Nation refuses to live in fear. We 
stand together until this threat 
Nation and to the civilized world is ended 
We've 
been called to action, and we acc pt that re 


terrorists is to kill our citizens 


fear 
will to our 
We have been called to service 


sponsibility With fine allies, we are winning 
We re dis 
rupting terrorist operations. We re cutting off 
their funding. We ar 
leaders one person at a time We are relent 
less. We 


two-thirds of 


the war against the terrorists 


r hasing down their 


are strong. We refuse to vield. Some 
Al Qaida’s key leaders have 
been captured or killed. The rest of them 
hear us breathing down their neck. We're 
ifter them. We will not relent. We will bring 
these killers to justice 

It is vital our Nation speak with a clear 
VOICE ind when we sp ik, we mean what 
It’s essential that this Nation not be 
a nation of empty 


we Say 
vords but a nation that 
is determined to do our duty. I laid out a 


doctrine a while ago, and it said, “If you han 


bor a terrorist. if vou feed a terrorist, you're 
[ meant what 
Nation. And_ the 


brutal dictators, the barbarians 


just as guilty is the terrorists 
I said, and so did ow 
Taliban, the 
that ran Afghanistan now fully understand 
America will keep its commitments and 
means what it says 

We delivered an ultimatum to Mr. Saddam 
Hussein that he listen to the world, disclose 


and disarm his weapons and weapons pro- 
[It’s what the world had said time and 
time again. The United States said the same 


grams 
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thing. We saw a threat. It was time to deal 
with that threat. Mr. Saddam Hussein had 
the choice to make. He chose defiance. He 
now sits in a prison cell, and the Iraqi people 
are free and America is more secure 

We have said we will deal with weapons 
We have shown the 
world we mean what we Say With our allies, 


of mass destruction 


we're taking action to stop the spread of 
chemical and biological, radiological or nu- 
clear weapons. We're working together with 
our friends to prevent terror networks from 
hatred 
We're confronting states that develop deadly 
weapons. We're shutting down networks that 


gaining the means to match thei 


trade in the means to produce the tech- 
nologies of mass murder 

Nations like Libya have gotten the mes- 
sage and renounced their weapons programs 
\.Q. Khan 
which sold nuclear secrets to Iran and North 
Korea, is being dismantled. Its top leaders 


The proliferation network of 


America will not 
allow terrorists and outlaw regimes to threat- 
en our Nation and the world with the world’s 


are out of business forever 


most dangerous technologie S 
As we work to make this Nation more se- 
cure, we're also working with a broad coali- 
America 
] } 
believes that freedom is the Almighty’s gilt 


tion of nations to spread freedom 


to each and every person who lives In this 
world. That’s what we believe. We have liber- 
ated more than 50 million people in Lraq and 
Afghanistan. Those people have our help and 
the he lp of many nations to build free and 
democratic nations 

We seek to spread the benefits of democ- 
racy and tolerance and freedom throughout 
the greater Middle East 
and bitterness that 


By opposing the 


stagnation feed terror 
this great Nation and our friends are bringing 
hope to millions, there by strengthening the 
long-term security of America and making 
the world a more peaceful place 

We will stav on the offensive. We will not 
relent and aS We Wage this Wal abroad we 
must remember where it began, here in our 
homeland. Life in America, in many ways 
has returned to normal, and that’s positive 
It means we're doing our jobs. But life will 
really never return to normal so long as 
there’s an enemy that lurks in the shadows, 


that aims to destroy and kill. The enemies 
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They 


again 


not broken 
still have desires to strike 


are wounded, but they're 
America 
That’s the reality with which we live. The 
reality is, vast oceans can no longer protect 
us, and therefore we must have—and we do 


have—a clear strategy to defend our home 


land. Oh, we'll do everything we can to pre- 


vent attacks on America. As we do so, we'll 
reduce our vulnerabilities and prepare for 
any attack that might come. That’s our duty 
That is our collective mission 

To meet the goals, we have tripled Federal 
funding for homeland security since 2001, to 
I want to thank the Con 
gress for working with the administration to 
make sure these good folks have got the abil- 


= 


some $30.5 billion 


ity to implement the strategy to protect our 
country 

We've undertaken the most sweeping re 
F¢ deral 


since the beginning of the cold war. The FBI 


organization of the Government 
has transformed itself into an agency dedi 
future 
terrorist attacks. The Department of Detens¢ 


has established a new top level command 


cated primarily to the prevention o 


whose priority is to protect the American 
We 


Threat Integration Center to merge and ana 


homeland established the Terrorist 
lyze in a single place all vital intelligence on 
global terror. We created the Homeland S¢ 
curity Council within the Whit 
John Gordon is here with us today 


coordinate all 


House 
to he Ip 
homeland security activities 
across our Government 

We'll face the terrorist threat for vears to 
come. Our Government is prepare d to meet 
that threat 
we've taken is creating the Department of 
Homeland Security 


root 


One of the most important steps 


combining unde Ore 
with a clear chain of command, many 
agencies re sponsible tor protecting our Na 
tion 


All of you go to work every day with 


a single, overriding responsibility, to make 
this Nation more secure 

Creating the newest Department ot our 
Federal Government was a tough task. It r¢ 
quired a lot of hard work, changing some old 
habits, in order to merge into a new strategy 
and anew Department. You've accomplish d 
an historic task. In just 12 months, under the 
leadership of your President, you have made 
air travel safer; you've strengthened the secu 


rity of our borders and infrastructure: you've 


Vai 


taken steps to protect the American people 
from dangerous weapons; and you helped 
prepare our first-responders for any emer- 
gency. You faced the challenge in standing 
up this new Department, and you get a 
and a gold star for a job well done 

Since September the 11th attacks, we've 
taken significant steps to ensure the safety 
of air travel. DHS is completing a massive 
overhaul of security at our Nation’s airports 
Federal air marshals are flying on hundreds 
of commercial flights every day. We are de- 
termined to protect Americans who travel by 
plane We're determined to prevent those 
planes from being used as weapons against 
us 

The De partment of Homeland Security is 
strengthening control of all our borders and 
ports of entry, to kee p out terrorists and 
We're 


using technology to allow law-abiding trav- 


criminals and dangerous materials 


elers to cross the border quickly and easily 
while our officials concentrate on stopping 
possible threats. We've increased the numbe1 
oO} border Inspectors and improved access to 
sophisticated databases 

DHS personnel are checking ships and 
analyzing manifests to prevent high risk cargo 
from entering our Nation by sea. DHS offi 
cials are also posted at foreign ports working 
with other governments to inspect shipments 
before they're loaded and shipped to Amer 
ica. America welcomes tourists and students 
and businesspeople, legitimate cargo. Yet 
we re working hard—vyou're working hard 
to make sure our border is closed to terrorists 


and criminals and weapons and illegal drugs 


Third, we’ve worked with State and local 


governments and the private sector to 
strengthen the defenses of our key infrastruc- 
ture communication systems and powel 
grids and transportation networks. DHS is 
helping the operators of chemical facilities 
improve security 

We're working with Congress on new leg- 
islation that establishes uniform standards for 
security at chemical sites and gives DHS the 
power to enforce those standards. We've es- 
tablished the National Cyber Security Divi 
sion to examine cybe rsecurity incidents and 
track attacks and coordinate nationwide re- 


sponses America’s infrastructure drives our 
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economy and serves our people We're deter- 
mined to provide the infrastructure with the 
best possible protection 

Fourth, we're bringing the best tech- 
nologies to bear against the threat of chem- 
ical and biological weapons. We've placed so- 
phisticated equipment to detect biological 
agents in many metropolitan areas. We've 
greatly expanded the strategic national stock- 
pile for drugs and vaccines and medical sup- 
plies. We now have on hand, for instance, 
enough smallpox vaccine to immunize every 
American in the case of an emergency 

Last year, I proposed Project BioShield 
which will speed the development of new 
vaccines and treatments for biological agents 
that could be used in a terrorist attack. Con- 
gress needs to send this vital legislation to 
my desk. Attacks from a chemical or biologi- 
cal weapon Is one of the gravest threats our 
country has ever faced. We’re doing what is 
necessary to protect this country 

Even with all these measures, there’s no 
such thing as perfect security in a vast and 
free country. so as a fifth step, we've worked 
to improve the ability of State and local au- 
thorities to respond quickly and effectively 
to emergencies. My administration has pro- 
vided over $13 billion to equip and train local 
officials, such as firefighters and police offi- 
cers and EMS workers and health protes- 
sionals. I thank the Congress for their work 
on this important measure 
budget additional 
money, $5 billion, to continue to he Ip the 


The new proposes 
first respond rs. We're focusing more of our 


resources on the areas of greatest risk. It’s 
essential we set priorities with the taxpayers 
money, to better protect the American peo- 
ple And so DHS is creating a national inci- 
dent management plan a strategy to make 
sure taxpayers’ money is wisely spent Under 
this pl in first-responders at all levels of gov- 
ernment will know their responsibilities will 


command 


and will 
be able to work with each other effectively 


in a time of crisis 


follow a clear chain of 


Your hard work is already paying off. The 
system has proven. its worth in coordinating 
responses to such emergencies as Hurricane 
Isabel and the California wildfires. America’s 
first responders are the first on the scene of 
danger. They need a strategy. They need co- 
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ordination. They need training, and they will 
get our help 

This administration has also worked to en- 
that defending 
America from the threat of terror have all 
the tools necessary to fight the terrorists. One 
of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act. 
which enables Federal law enforcement offi- 


sure those charged with 


cials to track terrorists, to disrupt their cells, 


and to seize their assets. For vears, we've 


used similar provisions to catch embezzlers 
or drug traffickers. My attitude is pretty sim- 
ple on this matter: If these methods are good 


enough for hunting criminals, theyre even 
more important for hunting terrorists 

The PATRIOT Act made other important 
changes official to the success of this new 
Department. It tore down the walls that 
blocked the FBI and the CIA from sharing 
intelligence. It’s hard to track terrorists if we 
can't share information. It was essential that 
all elements of law enforcement be able to 
work together to secure this homeland. The 
PATRIOT Act imposed tough new penalties 
on terrorists and those who support them 
We want to make it abundantly clear to any- 
body who wants to hurt America: There will 
be significant pe nalty. These are responsible 
fully consistent with the United 
States Constitution 

Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are 
The terrorist threat 
will not expire on that schedule. You and oth- 


ers in law enforcement need this vital legisla- 


measures 


set to expire next year 


tion to protect our citizens. We cannot afford 
to let down our guard. Congress must renew 
the PATRIOT Act 

For the men and women of the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, the past year 
has been one of progress and achievement 
You have risen to confront a new threat and 
to meet unprece dented challenges You have 
responde d to hurricanes and tornadoes and 
wildfires with incredible skill and speed 
You've worked hard to protect our borders 
You've saved lives. You're prepare d for great- 
er dangers. You've passed every single test 
You should be proud of all you've accom- 
plished, and you need to know America is 
proud of you 

You have done 


a lot in a year. It’s been 


an incredible year of accomplishment, but 
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none of us charged with defending this Na- 
tion can rest. We must never forget the day 
when the terrorists left their mark of murder 
on our Nation. We must never forget that 
day. We will remember the sorrow and the 
anger. We'll also remember the resolve we 
felt that day. All of us have a responsibility 
that goes on. We will protect this country 
whatever it takes. 

God bless your work, and may God con- 
tinue to bless our country. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; A.Q. Khan 
former head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons pro 
gram; and Gen. John A. Gordon, USAF (Ret 
Assistant to the President and Homeland Security 
Adviser. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re 
marks 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Further Deployment of United 
States Military Forces in Haiti 


March 2, 2004 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President 

In my report to the Congress of February 
25, 2004, I provided information on the de- 
ployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed 
Forces to Haiti. | am providing this addi- 
tional report, consistent with the War Powers 
Resolution, to help ensure that the Congress 
is kept fully informed on U.S. military activi 
ties in Haiti 

On February 29, 2004, approximate ly 200 
additional U.S. combat-equipped, military 
personnel from the U.S. Joint Forces Com- 
mand deployed to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, to 


secure key facilities, to facilitate the contin 


ued repatriation of Haitian migrants, to help 
create conditions in the capital for the antici- 
pated arrival of the Multinational Interim 
Force, to protect American citizens as may 


be required, and for other purposes con- 
sistent with United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1529 (2004). I anticipate addi- 
tional combat-equipped military personnel 
will be deployed to Haiti until the situation 
in Haiti stabilizes. The forces that the United 
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States deployed and continues to deploy will 
be part of the Multinational Interim Force. 

The United Nations Security Council 
unanimously adopted Resolution 1529 on 
February 29, 2004. It authorized the deploy- 
ment of a Multinational Interim Force to 
contribute to a more secure and more stable 
environment in the Haitian capital and else- 
where, to facilitate the provision of humani- 
tarian assistance and the access of humani- 
tarian aid workers to the Haitian people, and 
for other purposes 

It is anticipated U.S. forces will redeploy 
when the Multinational Interim Force has 
transitioned to a follow-on United Nations 
stabilization force 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for- 
eign relations and as ‘Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re- 
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con- 
gress informed, consistent with the War Pow- 
ers Resolution 

Sincerely 


George W. Bush 


NOTI Dennis 
Hastert Speaker of the House of Representatives 


Identical letters were sent to ] 


and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate 


Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Persons Undermining 
Democratic Processes or Institutions 
in Zimbabwe 

March 2, 2004 


On March 6, 2003, by Executive Order 
13288, I declared a national emergency 
blocking the property of persons under 
mining democratic processes or institutions 
in Zimbabwe, pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C 
1701-1706). I took this action to deal with 
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
foreign policy of the United States con- 
stituted by the actions and policies of certain 
members of the Government of Zimbabwe 
and other persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s 
thus 
contributing to the deliberate breakdown in 


democratic processes or institutions, 





318 Mar. 


the rule of law in Zimbabwe, to politically 
motivated violence and intimidation in that 
country, and to political and economic insta- 
bility in the southern African region 

Because the actions and policies of these 
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex- 
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de- 
clared on March 6, 2003 
adopted on that date to deal with that emer- 


and the measures 


gency must continue in effect beyond March 
6, 2004. Therefore, in accordance with sec- 
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
50 U.S.C. 1622(d 


} 
vear the national emergency blocking the 


I am continuing for | 


property of persons undermining democratic 
processes or institutions in Zimbabwe 
This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the Con- 
gress 
George W. Bush 


The White House 
March 2, 2004 


Filed 


§:45 a.m 


vith the Office of the 
March 4, 2004 


ke ce ral Re gister 


Nore: This notice was released by the Office of 


the Press Secretary on March 3, and it was pub 
lished in the Federal Re gister on Mar h5 


Message to the Congress on 

Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 

Zimbabwe 

March 2. 2004 


To the Congress of the l nited States 
Section 202(d) of the National 
50 U.S.C. 1622/d prov ides for 


1 J 
the automatic termination of a national emer 


Emer 
gencies Act 


gency unless prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
in effect beyond the 


is to continue anniver- 


sary date. In accordance with this provision 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 


Register tor public ation. It states that the na- 


tional emergency blocking the property of 


persons undermining democratic processes 
or institutions in Zimbabwe is to continue 
in effect bevond March 6, 2004 
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The crisis caused by the actions and poli 
cies of certain members of the Government 
of Zimbabwe and other persons to under- 
mine Zimbabwe's democratic processes or 
institutions has not been resolved. These ac- 
tions and policies pose a continuing, unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the foreign policy 
of the United States 
have determined that it is necessary to con- 
tinue the national emergency declared on 
March 6, 2003, blocking the property of per- 


For these reasons, | 


sons undermining democratic processes or 
institutions in Zimbabwe and to maintain in 
force the sanctions to respond to this threat 


George W. Bush 


The White House 
March 2, 2004 


NoTI his message Was rel ased by the Ottice 
of the Press March 3. An original 


’ ; 
was not available for verification of the 


Secretarv on 
content 
of this message 


Remarks at the White House 
Conference on Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives in 
Los Angeles, California 
March 3, 2004 

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for com 


since 5:30 


all you need is another speech 


ing. Let's see, you've been here 
(laughte: 
Laughtei 

I'm honored that here in the City of An 
gels, Mr. Mayor, in the City of Angels there 
are so many people doing God’s work. And 
We're talking 
about he ling our Nation; we're not talking 
politics. We're all here to do everything in 


our power to save lives. And by saving a life 


let me put your mind at ease 


we improve our community. And as we im- 
prove communities, we improve our Nation 

I’m here to thank you for hearing that call 
Actually, I shouldn't be 


should be thanking a higher power for giving 


thanking you: | 


you the call. You're what we call social entre- 
preneurs An entrepreneur IS SOME body who 
is willing to take risk, take a risk for a reward 
And | with 


preneurs. I'll be sharing some of the stories 


just met some social entre- 


in a minute 
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These stories really always lift my soul be 
cause it reminds me of the true strength of 
America, the fact that there are people from 
all walks of life, all faiths willing to take tim« 
out of their lives to make somebody else’s 
life better. That’s the true strength of the 
country. We talk about ow military might o1 
we talk about our wallets, but the tru 
strength of the country is the fact that there 
are decent. honorable citizens who would 
like to love their neighbor just like they'd like 
to be loved themselves 

And so here we are at the Conference on 
Faith-Based Initiatives 
That’s a pretty fancy word for our Govern 
ment trying to tell you that we're trying to 
change the culture in Washington, DC, to 


and Community 


welcome people of faith in helping meet so 
cial objectives. That’s what this means. That's 
a long title for, the hope and healing of faith 
based services are an integral part of working 
together to make America a more hope ful 
place for all. And it is essential for those of 
us in Government to recognize the vital work 
that faith-based programs are able to do 

always’ Gov 


I always sometimes sa 


ernment can hand out money ind I'm 
going to talk about some of the money we're 
trying to hand out—but Government can't 
put hope in a person’s heart or a sense of 
That is done by 


loving individuals who spread their love 


purpose in a person's life 
That’s what happens And it seems like to 
me it makes sense tor those of us who ire 
hold that 
that strength call upon that 
strength, and, most importantly support that 


honored — to office to gather 


strength rally 
strength from the halls of Government 

And so there’s a practical aspect to this 
conference, and that is for members of my 
administration and others to come and ex 
plain how you Cali access the Fe deral monies 
There is a—hopefully, you walk away from 
here hearing a commitment from the Gov 
And that is, 
face with taxpayers’ money, yvou won t have 
I believe this 
It's hard to be a faith-based program if you 
cant practice your faith 


ernment if vou decide to inte1 


to change your mission. Se¢ 


And I fully recognize there are a lot of 
SOC ial entrepreneurs who are nervous about 
What we're 


working on is to change the culture, to recog- 


interfacing with Government 
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nize that there are results, fantastic results 
being achieved, and that those of us who are 
policymakers must welcome those who are 
achieving the good results of the work of 
faith 

And so thanks for coming. I'm honored 
that Alphonso is with me. He is the Acting 
Secretary of HUD. It 


knew him in Dallas; he was running the hous- 


means he hasn’t—I 


ing authority there in Dallas. He’s a very ca- 
pable citizen He’s “Acting because the Sen- 
ate hasn't approved him yet. I'm sure they 
will. But he’s going to do a fine job. I'll talk 
about some of the record of HUD here in 
a minute, about making sure that Federal 
money coming out of HUD is—that faith- 
based programs Can access that money 

John Walters is here with me. He’s the 
Director of the National Drug Control Pol- 
icy. Where are you, John? Somewhere. There 


he is. Thanks for coming, John His job is 


to work on the demand side of the equation 
to work with people to encourage kids not 
to use drugs. No better place to do that, by 
the way, than faith-based programs. His job 
is to work as well on interdicting drugs, to 
disrupt the supply. His job as well—and 
we're going to talk a little bit about it later 
on—is to work with those whose bodies and 
souls are consumed by drug and alcohol, to 
save those lives as well 

I appreciate Charlie Curie here. He’s the 
administration of the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services of the Department 
of Health and Human Services. The Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services spends 
and a lot of that Fed- 
eral money needs to be accessed by the faith 


a lot of Federal money 


community as you work to achieve social ob- 
jectives 
I want to thank the mavor. Mi Mayor 

the fact that he has taken time out of his 
day to come and see little old me laugh- 
ter more importantly to see you is a testi- 
mony to his understanding that the faith 
community in Los Angeles can help him do 
his job better; that people of all walks of 
life—thank you, Mayor, for coming. And he 
brought his son, Jackson Jackson is known 
as “Mr. President 
election 


He just won the class 
It's a pretty good title, Jackson. 
| Laughter| 
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I know there’s a lot of mayors here and 
county supervisors. I want to thank the may- 
ors for coming. I want to thank the county 
supervisors for coming. It is really essential 
that local officials tap into the great strength 
of the faith community, doesn’t matter what 
faith, by the way—all faiths. All faiths have 
heard a universal call, and the idea of cap- 
turing this strength to help your communities 
become better places for all citizens is good 
I see 
the mayors shaking their heads. Thanks for 


coming. 


public policy It makes a lot of sense 


I'm proud of my friend Bishop Charles 
Blake, is with us. Thank you for coming. Rev- 
erend Chip Murray as well, Reverend Mur- 
ray. You know, thinking of these two great 
pastors reminds me of the story about the 
guy who's giving the sermon, about halfway 
through, and a person pops up in the first 
pew and he screams, “Use me, Lord, use 
me.” And the reverend keeps on preaching. 
The next Sunday he gets up there again, an- 
other ; “Use 
me, Lord ’ So finally, he comes to 
him and he says, “Fine, we'll be glad to use 


stemwinder. The guy screams, 


use me 


you. Why don’t you scrape and paint all the 
pews? The next Sunday he’s preaching the 
guy pops up and says, “Use me, Lord, use 


me—but only in an _ advisory 


| Laughter] 


capacity.” 
These two guys—these two men 
are not advisers; they're doers. They're run- 


ning vibrant churches that are changing lives 


I'm proud that John Bryant, the CEO of 


Operation Hope, is with us. Cecelia, thanks 
for being here as well. Thank you, John 
Bishop thank 


Bishop Zavala is with us 


you for coming—from the 
Los Angeles. There’s a lot of great faiths in 
our country. Faith-based programs were ini- 


tiated by a lot of faiths, but the Catholic 


Church has always been on the forefront of 


faith-based programs. The Catholic Church 
is—when you think about whether Govern- 
ment shouldn't interface with faith, I mean, 
the Catholic Church has been providing hos- 
pitals and schools, and they've been making 
a big difference in neighborhoods. I’m hon- 
ored you're here 

[ appreciate Robert Schuller coming—I’m 
honored you're here—from the Crystal Ca- 


thedral. They even beamed his program into 


Archdiocese of 
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Midland, Texas. [Laughter] Thanks for com- 
ing, sir. You made a huge difference 

I appreciate the Hillel Hebrew Academy 
Choir. Thank you all for coming 

When I landed at Air Force One, one of 
the things I try to do is to pick out a local 
hero and to herald, in this case, her achieve- 
ment toward making this country a better 
place Charlotte Van Fleet is with us. Char- 
lotte is probably humiliated I introduced her 
in front of so many people. She’s a mentor. 
She mentors young children. She heard a 
call. Oh, it probably doesn’t sound like much, 
except it does to the child she mentors. And 
she is—her spirit is strong. She’s saving a life 
You teach a child to read, you've saved a life 
The new civil right, by the way, in the 21st 
century, is teaching somebody to read. You 
can’t accomplish much in America unless you 
can read. And here’s a soul who is willing 
to take time out of her life to mentor a child. 

The reason I introduced Charlotte is not 
only to hold her up as an example but to 
call upon others in this community of Los 
Angeles and across the State of California to 
listen to your heart and to realize you can 
make a significant difference in our society 
by teaching one child to read. She teaches 
a lot of child to—she mentors a lot of chil- 
dren. But all you've got to do is, if you want 
to be a part of this world, an active part of 
the world, is to do what Charlotte Van Fleet 
has done and to make a difference in people 's 
lives in a positive way. I'm honored you came 
out to the airport Thanks for coming appre- 
ciate you being here 

The reason the Faith-Based Initiative is so 
important is because, in spite of our plenty, 
there are a lot of people in our society with 
shattered lives. In spite of the fact that we've 
got large bankrolls and wealth, beyond imagi- 
nation fer many people in the world, in our 
own society there’s darkness and loneliness 
wonder whether 
their life is worth anything. And that’s the 
reality of the society in which we live today. 


and addiction and wonder 


And all of us who have got a responsibility 
in our society must work to do something 
about it, must work to address those seem- 
ingly intractable problems But those prob- 
lems can be solved. They can be helped. But 


sometimes we have to try a different route 
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Sometimes the old Way hasn’t worked. Some 
times the prison system needs a little dif. 
ferent look to it. Sometimes the drug and 
alcohol different cur 
riculum. Sometimes the probation offices 
which do fine work in our communities, need 
a little boost, need a little help in their mis 
sion. And that’s what we’re here to talk about 

We're really here to talk about miracles 
And they happen in all kinds of Ways in oul 
society, if you really step back and take a 
look. I talked to— ] heard some people who 
I think would say, “My life has changed be 
cause of a miracle. God loves you, and I love 
you. And you can count on both of us.” This 


programs need a 


is a powerful message that people who won 


powerful 
message. And it’s a message that a lot of peo 
ple can spread. 

The sample of folks I talked to today is 


I'm confident represented the crowd here, 


der about their future can hear 


and there’s some really powerful stories 
Ralph Plumb—he is the president of the 
Union He described what 
it’s like to provide a place of love in the midst 
of such despair. And he said it’s dark in the 
neighborhood in which the Rescue Mission 
exists. On the other hand, I could tell from 
how he talked, inside the building, there is 
a radiance that was changing pe ople’s lives 
I appreciate Ralph. Ralph talked about wan- 
dering the world as a missionary, I guess is 


Rescue Mission 


the right way to describe, and here he is in 
inner-city Los Angeles providing shelter for 
the homeless and hope for the addicted and 
love for the lonely 

And then there’s Pastor John Baker, the 
founder of Celebrate Recovery Big John is 
with us. He is a—he and I shared something 
in common along with somebody else I'm 
going to introduce. We used to drink too 
much. And our hearts changed, and then we 
quit. That is a tried true formula 
|Laughter| The problem is, Government is 


and 


not good at changing hearts. But peopl like 
John Baker is—been good about it and suc 
cessful doing that 

Reverend Carmen Warner-Robbins is with 
us, who formed Welcome Home Ministries 
She formed it. It’s a ministry She’s a social 
entrepreneur When I said she formed it 
that’s what an entrepreneur does: they found 
things. She’s a founder. She decided she 
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wanted to make a difference in somebody's 
life, so she started a program to welcome 
women from the prison systems and then 
convinced women to go back into the prison 
systems to change hearts. And it’s a powerful 
lesson of what one person can do 

I’m sure I’m looking at hundreds of social 
entrepreneurs here as well, people who have 
started ministries because they heard a call- 
I met with Mark Borovitz and Harold 
Rothstein and Harriet Rossetto. Harriet is 
married to Mark. Mark is now a rabbi. He 
was in prison. He was addicted. He told me 
the story about how the rabbi in the prison 
got a hold of Mark and said, “I’m never going 
to forget you. I love you. I want to help you.” 
And so Mark runs into Harriet, his wife, who 
has started a 


ing 
ing 


too, is a social entre- 
preneur, by the way, at Beit T’Shuvah, pro- 
gram for addicts. She sees him in the prison. 
He’s kind of a—probably feeling his oats 
pretty good about that time. [Laughter| She 
says, “Fine, why don’t you 


she 


if you want to 
do something constructive, why don’t you 
So he did, 
3 years later. And now he’s the rabbi of the 
program. She’s the CEO 

And they helped save Harold's life. I can’t 
properly put into words what he said. I'm 


just telling you, the guy was lost, and now 


just show up at our program?” 


he is found, thanks to these two good souls 
Harold said, “I cannot say enough about the 
program and what I continue to learn here.” 
That’s what he said. And he said, “How can 
| repay someone for saving my life?” You 
know what he’s done? He saved somebody 
else’s life, is how you repay someone for sav- 
ing your life. He’s a part of the program too 
I want to thank you all for coming 

Finally, I met Leticia Chavez-Paulette 
Leticia was a drug addict in prison. She was 
a single mom. She lost custody of her child 
because of her addiction. And she got in- 
volved with Celebrate Recovery, and _ it 
changed her life. And she has rebuilt her life 
She said, “to see how God forgives me, and 
therefore I could forgive my self.” That’s what 
she said, powerful experience for her, “know- 
ing that it was His grace that kept me alive 
for such a this.” That’s Leticia’s 
words. This is a person who was lost in pris- 
on, a drug addict who lost her family, and 
now she’s here with the ability to say those 


time as 
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words with clarity. And where’s little Isaac? 


There he is. And Isaac, her son, is back with 
his ama 

These stories are being written every day 
in America. Every single day this is hap- 
pening. We never hear half of them or any 
I never, but—I barely hear any of them, but 
I just know they're happening. You know 
they're happening because you're on the 
frontline of making them happen 

When you hear these kind of stories and 
you re in a position like I'm in or the mayor's 
In OF somebody else IS In, mM elected office. 
vou say, “Well, gosh, how can we spread 
how can we help make this happen more?” 
It’s really a practical application, it seems to 
me, of taxpayers’ money to try to encourage 
this to happen more 

And there’s been a big debate about this, 
of course, because we want 
to make sure there’s a separation of church 
state The state should 


church 


never want—we 
and never be the 
and the church should never be the 
that’s clear. But if we 
have a social objective and you ve got people 
! that 


Ol 
, ; 
the Government 


state. That’s clear 


faith helping achiev objective, 


doesn't it 


make sense for 
to not fear faith but to welcome faith in meet- 
ing common goals? 

And there’s a issue. We talked 
to the good folks that I just introduced, and 
I think if you ask them thei: biggest problem 
they'd say 


resource 


Well, we need to ¢ xpand There’s 
more souls to be saved. We need a little extra 
And the Gov 
ernment has got resources. We spe nd a lot 
And 


so what I'm here to talk to you today is to 


space tor our rescue mission 


of money on social welfare programs 


how to make sure that you have a chance 


to access that money. You can access that 
money without losing your mission 
Now You can't use 


Federal money to proselytize We want to 


there are some rules 
make sure the church and the state stay sepa- 
rate. But you can use Federal money to help 
a person quit drinking. You can use Federal 
money to help a person find housing. You 
can't, if you're a faith-based organization, say, 
Methodists allowed.” You know, you 
All drunks are welcome.” {[Laugh- 
ter| But you can't pick and choose a person s 


only 


Can Say, 


religion In other words, there are some cer- 


tain guidelines necessary to make sure that 
we don’t violate the rules of church and state 

But it is essential that when it comes to 
grantmaking, we asked a simple question 
Can you achieve the objective? What are the 
results? Too often in Government it is, you 
know, what is the religion you practice, and 
if you practice, you can’t access the money 
That's not the right question. The right ques- 
tion is, Can you save lives? And if you can 
in my judgment, you ought to be able to ac- 
cess Federal money through the grantmaking 
process 

And so I got a little frustrated in Wash- 
ington because I couldn't get the bill passed 
out of the Congress. They were arguing proc- 
ess. | kept saving, “Wait a minute, there are 
entrepreneurs all over our country who are 
making a huge difference in somebody's life 
they're helping us meet a social objective.’ 
Congress wouldn't act, so I signed an Execu- 
tive order—that means I did it on my own 
It says we're going to open up billions of dol- 
lars in grant money competition to faith- 
based charities. And that’s what’s happening 
and that’s what 


we're here to talk about 


today. That’s why we're having these con 


ferences. We've had 11 conferences so far 
I spoke to the second one and now the 11th 
one. And this is a way for those of us in the 
administration that are focused on this to 
come and « xplain to people how best to ac- 
cess this money, how best to reach out for 
it 

I'm a person who believes in results; | 
think you can hear that in my voice. So the 
other day I called together Cabinet Min- 
Well, 


what you've done thus far. Have 


isters Alphonso was one—lI said 
show me 
you been able to get Federal grant money 
out the door? If there’s an issue, I need to 
know about it 

You see, I set up a faith-based office in 
the White House. You're about to hear from 
faith-based 


By the way. 


Jim Towey who’s the—runs the 


office. He’s an incredible guy 
Towey was Mother Teresa’s lawyer. | Laugh- 


ter| And that’s a pretty litigious society when 
Mother 


|Laughter| But his job is to make sure these 


Teresa needs a lawyer, isn’t it? 


conferences get set up and to have an office 


to answer people's questions about 
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how to get involved in the grantmaking proc 
ess. My job is to get the initiative going, is 
to stay on it, not yield, and then to ask the 
questions to the people responsible for get 
ting the money out the door, how are we 
doing 

And so I'm going to give you some of the 
results. In a year, there was $144-million in 
crease in the amount that HUD and HHS 
grant dollars were granted to faith-based or- 
ganizations. So from last year to this year 
there’s a $144-million increase; the two agen 
cies granted $1.1 billion to faith-based groups 
in 2003. That’s a measurable number. It’s not 
bad. It’s a pretty good start. There’s just a 
lot of—there’s just a lot more money there 
And so I keep talking to these—to Alphonso 
and Tommy and others in my administra- 
tion—that would be Tommy Thompson I 
said, “We're going to watch you Cart fully 
Make sure your faith-based offices that you 
have set up In your cabinet move the money 
out in a way that is 


tive order I signed.” 


that honors the Execu- 


There are some issues with the money 


moving out, by the way. Some of the grant 


money is what they call formula-based 


money, and so it immediately goes to the 


State. And it’s essential that all States have 
faith-based offices so that money that comes 
from the State to the city For example 
Mayor Hahn will have the flexibility to use 
it to empower faith-based programs to help 
him and the city of Los Angeles meet objec 
tives. The State of California, in my jud 
ment, should have a very viable, strong faith- 
based office so that all Federal money be- 
comes more available to the faith programs 
Last year at HUD, more than half of the 
Section 202 funding for elderly housing went 


oO 


to faith-based programs That’s a great idea 
if you think about it, that if a church or a 
synagogue or a mosque 1s able to take elderly 
housing money and help meet the needs of 
parishioners or people in their congregations 
in the number of 
first-time recipients That’s one of the things 


We've seen an increase 


I wanted to make sure that was happening 
at the Federal level. It’s important to meas 
ure and to make sure that objectives are 
And what—really what we don’t 
want is all the money going to two or three 


being met 


organizations. That doesn’t make any sense 


Var 
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If part of the objective is to— part of the ob- 
jective is to encourage startups, to use an 
economic term, is to encourage people who 
have got an idea and they think they can 
make a difference in somebody's life to feel 
confident and bold about their vision 

And again, for Alphonso—I guess he’s the 
reason she introduced me; she seems to be 
juite well—that over $113 million in 
grants out of HUD went to first-time recipi- 


doing ¢ 


ents, small amounts of money to small pro- 
grams to help them get started. 

Once this program—to give you a sense 
of the new grant money, to hopefully inspire 
those of you there who are wondering wheth- 
it’s called 
the Fishing School in DC. I went there as 
the President when I was first elected. It’s 


er this makes sense for you or not- 


a little school in the heart of a tough neigh- 
borhood And a fel- 
low got inspired and said, “I want to provide 
a sale haven a place of love for children who 
And 
it is a faith-based program It is based upon 
God's love 


It’s really an old house 


don’t have anywhere to go after school 


As one of the teachers told me 
kids need prayer. Faith teaches them that 
God can do anything. That’s kind of the 
It’s their 
operating credo. And they're now recipients 


motto for the program, In a Way 


ol Federal money 

In other words, it’s a—what I’m telling you 
is you don’t have to be a mega church o1 
a monste! 


synagogue or a massive—you just 


don't have to be—big helps, but what we 
really want to make sure aS well and | hope 
this seminar helps you understand that, and 
if it’s not, I 


not the money is actually going to help 


need to know—is whether or 
startups as well and smaller organizations 
that really do feel like they're lost out there 
in trying to access grant money 

Again, I want to reiterate one point. I'm 
sure there’s some reticence, and I would be 
reticent too, if I were you, at first Why do 
I want to be involved with the Federal Gov- 
the question asking 
No, really, really, when you think 
about it, sometimes with that sort of money 


ernment, 1S 
Laughte 


you re 


comes all kinds of restrictions, some of it hav- 
ing to do with whether you can practice your 
faith or not, some of it having to do with 


the size of your building or whatever, the 
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temperature of the room in which you're 
supposed to be doing your work. [Laughter] 
And as I told you, we’re changing the cul- 
ture. It’s hard in Washington. This is a fairly 
heavy lift for a lot of people who are used 
to bureaucracies, as you can imagine. But 
one of the things that I can assure you, our 
intention is to make sure that you re able to 
practice your faith as you fulfill your mission. 
I told you earlier, you can’t be faith-based 
if you can't practice your faith. That’s pretty 
practical 
But we The offices 
we've set up in these different Departments, 
Agriculture, HHS, and HUD 
matter of fact, agriculture secretaries from 
the other day. I said, 
What do vou need a faith-based office for?” 
If you happen to live in rural California, 


are going to work 


Labor as a 


California came in 


there’s a lot of housing money coming out 
of the Agriculture Department, by the way. 
It started off probably from migrant worker 
programs. There’s nothing better, by the way, 
than to have a faith-based organization be 
involved with housing. It’s a natural extension 
of a ministry from any faith, it seems like 
to me 

But we're working hard to change the cul- 
ture. We're working hard to make sure the 
regulations are not onerous. We’re working 
hard to encourage the entrepreneurial spirit 
as opposed to discourage it 

I do want to talk about a couple of special 
initiatives, and then I’m sure you're spoken 
out. [Laughter| I guess that means you listen 
to too many speeches But one of the special 
initiatives I'm working with Congress on, | 
think we're know 
we're making good progress, is addiction. A 


making pretty good—lI 


lew pe ople use a lot of drugs in our society, 
and therefore, it seems to make sense to 
focus resources on the few 

And this is a program that the Congress 
has responded to, with about $100 million 
in the appropriations process, starting today 
as a matter of fact. Money is now available 
to fund patients who then can take their 
funding to the program that meets their 
needs. It’s a little different approach when 
you think about it. A lot of times in the past 
we've funded the program. Now we've de- 
cided to fund the addict and let the addict 
choose his or her best place to find what 


works. And so for those of you who are in 
the drug counseling, alcohol treatment pro- 
grams, there’s some new opportunities to go 
help find people to help you save lives 
Mentoring programs—I've always felt that 
the toughest, toughest pull for a citizen of 
our country is to have your mom and dad 


in prison And we need mentoring programs 


that will mentor young children whose mom 
or dad is in prison. No better place to mentor 
a child than in a faith-based program, by the 
way; no better place where the word “love” 
actually rings true. And there’s mentoring 
program av ailable there. 

In my State of the Union, I talked about 
600.000 inmates that will be released from 
prison. I really think we need to think dif- 
ferently about how we help save lives of peo- 
ple in prison and coming out of prison It 
seems like to me that—listen, the probation 
officers of your community work hard, and 
many of them are really good at what they 
do. But it seems to me that a wise approach 
to prisoner reentry is through a faith-based 
program, where the prisoner is able to be 
welcomed by a person of faith as a—as part 
of the probation experience or parole experi- 
ence, and that the faith-based program have 
the ability 


trainer money And SO you Can have a person 


tor example, to access worker 


come be loved. be welcomed be nourished 
and then they practical application of Fed- 
eral dollars to help that person gain a skill 
to work. It’s what the faith initiative is meant 
to do. It’s meant to take the true strength 
of this country and help save lives 

And I want to thank you. I’m really here 
to thank you for what you re doing for setting 
such a good example You're soldiers in the 
armies of compassion. You're people who 
have put on the mighty, mighty armor of the 
Almighty in order to save lives, one person 
at a time—one person at a time 

See, the society we live in can be changed 
I've seen it change. I’ve heard the stories of 
those who have been changed and are chang- 
And it’s that 
by people of concern and people of love to 
save lives which will change our Nation for 


the better. In the midst of our plenty there’s 


ing it ~it is that massive effort 


darkness, but there’s always hope In the 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


midst of plenty, there is sadness and loneli- 
ness, but there’s always a soul to put your 
arm around you and say, “I love you.” 

I'm here to call—to thank you for what 
you do. I'm here to spell outa practical strat- 
egy by those of us who are involved with the 


dispensing of taxpayers money to help nour- 


ish the armies of compassion and to make 
sure this great country of ours, the greatest 
on the face of the Earth, holds out hope for 
every single citizen who is a citizen of our 
land. 

Thank you for what you do. May God bless 
you. : 


NotI at the 
Los Angeles Convention Center. In his remarks 
he referred to Mayor James K. Hahn of Los Ange 
les, CA; Alphonso R. Jackson, Acting Secretary 
of the Department of Housing and Urban Devel 
opment; Bishop Charles E. Blake, West Angeles 
Church of God in Christ; Rev. Cecil L. “Chip 
Murray First A.M.E. Church 
Los Angeles; Rev. Dr. Cecelia Williams Bryant 
wife of Rev. John Richard Bryant; Bishop Gabino 
Zavala, Auxiliary Bishop Archdiocese of Los An 
geles; Dr. Robert H. Schuller, pastor, Crystal Ca 
thedral 
School 


The President spoke at 2:06 p.m 


senior ministe 


Fishing 


and Tom Lewis, founder, the 


Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Los Angeles 
March 3, 2004 


Thank you all very much. Thanks for com 
ing. Thank you all for coming. Appreciate 
you coming. Please be seated. Thanks for the 
warm welcome. It is great to be back in Los 
Angeles. I’m thankful you all are here 

I’m aware that they handed out the Oscars 
last Sunday night. “Terminator 3” didn’t win 
any. |Laughter| But the 
had a pretty good year. I know he’s new to 
politics, but he is getting used to all the lights 
and the cameras. I used to think my brother 
Jeb was the coolest Governor. By electing 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the voters of Cali- 


star of the movie 


fornia have shown that no party can take this 
State for granted. 

The Vice President and I are going to be 
spending some quality time in the State of 
California. With youl help, were going to 
make California part of a nationwide victory 
in November of 04. Speaking of the Vice 
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President, he’s doing a fine job. The country 
has had no finer Vice President than Dick 
Cheney. Mother may have a second opinion. 
| Laughter | 

It's good to see the Desert Moms here 
Those are the ones who didn’t go through 
the background check. [Laughter] But re- 
cently, Laura was in the desert with the 
Moms. And she sends her best to not only 
the Moms but all the folks here. I'm really 
proud of Laura. She is a fabulous First Lady 
and a great wife. 

I want to thank my friend Brad Freeman, 
who has been a loyal friend. He’s the State 
finance chairman here in California. I want 
to thank my friend Gerry Parsky, who’s the 
State campaign general chairman. I want to 
thank my friend Mercer Reynolds from Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, who is the chairman of the 
Bush-Cheney reelect campaign. I appreciate 
the fact that Bill Simon is here and his wife, 
Cindy. I want to thank them for having 
served. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. [Applause| There you go. I 
appreciate my friend Rabbi Marvin Hier, 
who gave the blessing. He has a wonderful 
heart. It sets an incredibly important tone 
for the country. I want to thank Art Yoon, 
who's the mayor pro tem of Hermosa Beach, 
for leading the pledge 

But most of all, I want to thank you all 
for being our friend. Thank you for helping 
us. Thank you for getting ready for this cam- 
paign 

Last night, | placed a call to Senator Kerry 
I told him I was looking forward to a spirited 
campaign. I congratulated him on his victory 
This should be an interesting debate on the 
issues. He spent two decades in Congress: 
he’s built up quite a record. [Laughter] In 
fact, Senator Kerry has been in Washington 
long enough to take both sides on just about 
every issue 

The voters will have a ver) clear choice 
this year between keeping the tax relief that 
is moving this economy forward or putting 
the burden of higher taxes back on the Amer- 
ican people. It’s a choice between an Amer- 
ica that leads the world with strength and 


confidence or an America that is uncertain 
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in the face of danger. I’m ready for this cam- 
paign. I look forward to setting the alter- 
native squarely before the American people 

We've achieved great things the past 3 
years. But most importantly we have a posi- 
tive vision for the years ahead, a positive vi- 
sion for winning the war against terror and 
extending peace and freedom, a positive vi- 
sion for creating jobs and promoting oppor- 
tunity, a positive vision tor compassion here 
We'll leave no doubt where we 
stand, and we will win on the 2nd of Novem- 
ber 


at home 


The last 3 years have brought serious chal- 
lenges, and we have given serious answers 
We came to office with a stock market in 
dec line an economy heading into recession 
We delivered historic tax relief, and now our 
economy is the fastest growing of any indus 
trialized nation 

We confronted corporate criminals that 
cost people their jobs and their Savings, SO 
we passed strong corporate reforms and 
made it clear we will not tolerate dishonesty 
in the boardrooms of America 

We saw war and grief arrive on a quiet 
Sept mber morning, so we pursued the ter- 
rorist enemy across the world We captured 
or killed many of the key leaders of the Al 
Qaida network. And the rest of them will 
learn there is no cave or hole de ep enough 
to hide from American justice 


We confronted the dangers of state spon- 


sored terror and the spread ol weapons of 


mass destruction, so we ended the two most 
violent and dangerous regimes on Earth. We 
freed over 50 million people And once again, 
America is proud to lead the armies of libera- 
tion 

When Dick Cheney and I came to Wash- 
ington, we found a military that was under- 
funded and underappreciated sO we gave 
our military the resources and respect they 
And today 
question the skill and the strength and the 
spirit of the United States military 


1 
deserve no one in the world can 


When we came to office peopl had got- 
ten used to gridloc k, and old proble ms were 
used to score political points Old problems 
were politicized and debated and then just 
passed on from year to year. But we came 
to Washington to get things done. We passed 
major reforms to raise the standards in our 


public schools. We passed reforms in Medi- 
care to get prescription drugs and choices 
to our seniors. We have chosen to lead, and 
we have delivered results for the 
people 


American 


It is the President's job to confront prob- 


lems, not to pass them on to future Presi- 


A President 
needs to step up, make the hard decisions, 
keep his commitments, and that is exactly 


dents and future generations 


how I will continue to lead our country 

Great events will turn on this election. The 
man who sits in the Oval Office will set the 
course of the war on terror and the direction 
of our economy The security and prosperity 
of America are at stake. My opponent hasn't 
offered much in the Wa) of strategies to win 
the War Or policies to expand oul economy. 
So tar 


of old bitterness and partisan anger. Anger 


all we hear from that side is a lot 


is not an agenda for the future of America. 
My administration has taken on the big issues 
with optimism and resolve and determina- 
tion, and we stand ready to lead this Nation 
for 4 more years 

\ big issue for every family in America is 
the Federal tax burden. With the largest tax 
relief since Ronald Reagan was President 
we've left y in the hands that 
earned it. By spending and investing and 


more money 
helping create new jobs, the American peo- 
ple have used their money far better than 
the Government would have 

Because we acted, our economy is growing 
stronger. The economy grew in the second 
half of 2003 at the fastest rate in nearly 20 
vears. Productivity is high. Business invest- 
ment is rising. Interest rates and inflation are 
low Homeownership is the highest rate ever 


We've added 


336,000 new jobs over the last 5 months. The 


Manutacturing is increasing 


tax relief we passed is working 

My opponent has plans for those tax cuts. 
He wants to take them away, and he would 
use that money to expand the Federal Gov- 
ernment. I have a better idea: To keep this 
economy growing and to create jobs, the tax 
cuts must be permanent. 

And we must do more to keep the econ- 
omy growing. We need to maintain fiscal dis- 
cipline in Washington, DC. We need to pro- 
tect small-business owners and employees 
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from frivolous lawsuits and needless regula- 
tion. We need to help control the costs of 
health care by passing Federal medical liabil- 


ity reform. We need to continue to open up 


markets for America $s farmers and ranchers 
and entrepreneurs and manufacturers. We 
need to pass sound energy legislation to mod- 
ernize the electricity system and make our 
country less dependent on foreign sources of 
energy 

My opponent talks about job creation too 
but he’s against every one of these job-cre- 
ating measures. Empty talk about jobs and 
economic isolation won't get anyone hired 
The way to create jobs is our pro-growth 
pro-entrepreneur agenda 

This economy of ours is going through a 
time of change, and we're helping people to 
gain the skills and security to make a good 
living. All skills start with education, so | 
worked with Congress to pass the No Child 
Left Behind Act. This is a good law that is 
challenging the soft bigotry of low expecta- 
tions. It’s a law that is bringing higher stand- 
ards and accountability to every public school 
so that not one single child is left behind 

And there’s more to do. We have a plan 
to help high school students who fall behind 
in reading and math. We have a plan to help 
community colleges train workers for the in 
dustries that are creating the most new jobs 
You see, this 
clearly that education is the gateway to a 
hopeful future, and that gate must be open 
to all Americans 


administration understands 


We're also working to promote an owner 
ship society in America in which more pe ople 
ownh thei own homes and build the Ir own 
savings. We want more people owning their 
own small businesses. We want people to 
own and manage their own health care plans 
We want younger workers to be able to own 
and manage their own retirement under So- 
cial Security. I understand this, that when 
people have solid assets, they gain independ- 
ence and security and dignity and more con- 
trol over their own future. I believe in private 
property so much, I want everybody to have 
some in America 

On issue after issue, the American people 
have a clear choice. My opponent is against 
personal retirement accounts. He's against 
putting patients in charge of Medicare. He’s 


Mar 


a 
) 
against tax relief. He seems to be against 
every idea that gives Americans more author- 
ity, more choices, and more control over our 
own lives. It’s the same old Washington 
mindset: They'll give the orders, and you will 
pay the bills. I've got news for the Wash- 
ington crowd. America has gone beyond that 
way of thinking, and we're not going back 
I trust the people of this country. I trust the 
people to make the best decisions for their 
own money, for their own health, for their 
own retirement 

Our future also depends on America’s 
leadership in this world. The momentum of 
freedom in our time is strong, but we still 
face serious dangers. Al Qaida is wounded 
but not broken. Terrorists are testing our will 
in Afghanistan and Lraq. Regimes of North 
Korea and Iran are challenging the peace 
If America shows weakness and uncertainty 
in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. This will not happen on my watch 
This Nation is strong and confident in the 
And today, no friend or 
enemy doubts the word of the United States 
of America 


cause of freedom 


America and our allies gave an ultimatum 
Afghanistan. The 
Taliban chose defiance, and the Taliban are 


to the terror regime in 


no longer in power. America and our allies 
gave an ultimatum to the terror regime in 
[raq The dictator chose defiance; the dic- 
tator now sits in a prison cell. September the 
Lith, 2001, taught a lesson I will never forget 
America must confront threats before they 
fully materialize 

In Iraq, my administration looked at the 
intelligence information, and we saw a threat 
Members of Congress looked at the intel- 
ligence, and they saw a threat. The United 
Nations Security Council looked at the intel- 
ligence, and it saw a threat. The previous ad- 
ministration and Congress looked at the in- 
telligence and made regime change in [raq 
the policy of our country. In 2002, the United 
Nations Security Council yet again de- 
manded a full accounting of Saddam Hus 
sein's Weapons programs. As he had for over 
a decade, Saddam Hussein refused to com- 
ply So we had a choice to make, either to 
take the word of a madman or take action 
to defend America and the world. Faced with 
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that choice, I will defend America 
time | Applause | Thank you. 
My opponent admits that Saddam Hussein 


was a threat. He just didn’t support my deci- 


every 


sion to remove Saddam from power Maybe 
he was hoping Saddam would lose the elec- 
tion in Lraq. [Laughter| We showed the dic- 
tator and a watching world that America 


means what it says. Because our coalition 
acted, Saddam’s torture chambers are closed 
Because we acted Saddam S weapons pro- 
grams are ended forever. Because we acted 
nations like Libya have gotten the message 
and renounced their own weapons programs 
Because we acted, an example of democracy 
is rising at the very heart of the Middle East 
Because we acted, the world is more free 
and America is more secure 

We still face thugs and terrorists in Iraq 
who would rather go on killing the innocent 
They 


know that a free Lraq will be a major defeat 


than accept the advance of liberty 


in the cause of terror. This coalition of killers 

is trving to shake our will. They don’t under- 

stand America. America will never be intimi- 

dated by thugs and assassins. We are aggres- 

sively striking the terrorists in Iraq. We're 

on the offensive. We'll defeat them there so 

we don't have to face them in our own coun- 
try 

We're calling on other nations to help [raq 

\ free Iraq will make 

We're standing with the 

1 


[raqi people as they assume more of their 


to build a free society 
us all more safe 
own defense and move toward self-govern- 
not easy tasks, but thev are 
essential tasks. We will finish what we have 


ment. These are 
begun. We will win this essential victory in 
the war on terror 

On national security, Americans have the 
clearest possible choice My opponent says 
he approves of bold action in the world, but 
only if other countries don’t object | Laugh- 
ter| I'm all for united action, and so are the 
34 coalition partners in Iraq right now. Yet 
America must never outsource America’s na- 
tional security decisions to leaders of other 
countries 

Some are skeptic al that the war on terror 
is really a war at all. My opponent said the 
war on terror is far less of a military operation 
and far more of an intelligence-gathering, law 
enforcement operation. I disagree. Our Na- 


) 
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tion followed this approach after the World 
Trade Center was bombed in 1993. The mat- 
ter was handled in the courts and thought 
by some to be settled. But the terrorists were 
still training in Afghanistan, plotting in other 
nations, and drawing ambitious 
plans. After the chaos 
tember the 11th, it is 


our enemies with legal papers With those 


up more 
and carnage of Sep- 


not enough to serve 


attacks, the terrorists and their supporters 
declared war on the United States of Amer- 
ica, and war is what they got 

At bases across our country and the world, 
I've had the privilege of meeting with the 
men and women of our military. These good 
folks are defending our country. They're sac- 
rificing for our security. I've seen their great 
I can 
assure you, ladies and gentlemen, the cause 


decency and their unselfish courage 


of freedom is in good hands 

This Nation is prosperous and strong, yet 
we need to remember that our greatest 
strength is in the hearts and souls of our citi- 
zens. We're strong because of the values we 
try to live by, courage and compassion, rev- 
erence and integrity. We're strong because 
of the institutions that help give us direction 
and purpose families and schools and reli- 
gious congregations. These values and insti- 
tutions are fundamental to our lives, and they 
deserve the re spect of our Government. We 
stand for the fair treatment of faith-based 
groups so they can receive Federal support 
for the works of compassion and healing. We 
will not stand for Government discrimination 
against people of faith 

We stand for welfare reforms that require 
work and strengthen marriage, which have 
helped millions of Americans find independ- 
ence and dignity. We will not stand for any 
attempt to weaken those reforms and to send 
We 
stand for a culture of life in which every per- 
son counts and every person matters We will 
not stand for the treatment of any life as a 


xeople back into lives of dependence 
peo} | 


commodity to be experimented upon, ex- 
ploited, or cloned 

We stand for the confirmation of judges 
who strictly and faithfully interpret the law 


We will not stand for judges who undermine 
democracy by legislating from the bench and 
try to remake the culture of America by court 
order. 
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We stand for a culture of responsibility in 
America. We're 
America from one that has said. 


changing the culture of 
‘If it feels 
good, do it,” and “If you've got a problem 
blame somebody else,” to a culture in which 
each of us understands we are responsible 
for the decisions we make in life. If you are 
fortunate enough to be a mother or a father 
you're responsible for loving your child with 
all your heart. If you’re worried about the 
quality of the education in which you live 
you re responsible for doing something about 
it. If youre a CEO in corporate America 
you have a responsibility to tell the truth to 
your shareholders and your € mployees And 
in this new responsibility society, each of us 
is responsible for loving our neighbor just like 
we would like to be loved ourselves 

years in our his 
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 


For all Americans, thes« 


expected of its leaders. This is not one of 
those times. You and I are living in a period 
when the stakes are high and the challenges 
are difficult 


None of us will ever forget that week when 


a time when resolve is needed 


one era ended and another began. On S« Pp 
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers 
that day. I remember the workers in hardhats 
who were shouting, “Whatever it takes.” | 
remember the guy who pointed at me and 
As we all did that 


women 


I remember a lot about 


said, “Don’t let me down.’ 
these 
through the rubble took it personally I took 


day, men and searching 
it personally [ have a responsibility that goes 
on. I will never relent in bringing justice to 
I will defend the security of 


America, whatever it takes 


our enemies 


In these times, I've also been a witness 
to the character of this Nation. Not so long 
ago, some had their doubts about the Ame 
ican character, om capacity to meet serious 
challenge s, our capacity to serve a 


But 


have given their answer. I’ve seen the unself- 


Cause 


greater than _ self-interest Americans 


ish courage of our troops. I’ve seen the her- 
oism of Americans in the face of danger. I’ve 
seen the spirit of service and compassion r 

newed in our country. We've all seen our Na- 
tion unite in when _ it 


common purpose 


mattered most. 
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We will need all of these qualities for the 
work ahead. We have a war to win, and the 
world is counting on us to lead the cause 
of freedom and peace. We have a duty to 
spread opportunity to every part of America 
This is the work that history has set before 
us. We welcome it. And we know that for 
our country the best days lie ahead. 

God bless you all. Thank you all 


NotI at the 
Shrine Auditorium. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Brad Freeman, Cali 
Gerald L. Parsky 
and Mercer Reynolds 
Bush-Cheney ‘04, Inc 

former California gubernatorial 


The President spoke at 5:52 p.m 


fornia State finance chairman 
California State chairman 
national finance chairman 
and Bill Simon 
candidate, and his wife, Cindy 


Statement on Senator Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell’s Decision 
Not To Seek Reelection 

March 3, 2004 


For 17 years, Ben Nighthorse Campbell 
has been a strong advocate in the Congress 
for the people of Colorado. He has been a 
leader in seeking the protection of our public 
lands and natural resources and a tireless 
champion tor Native Americans. Ben is a pa- 
triot who has served his country in Congress, 
as an airman in Korea, and as a competitor 
in the 1964 Summer Olympics in Tokyo 

Laura and I send our best to Ben, his wife 
Linda, and their family 


Proclamation 7759—American Red 
Cross Month, 2004 
March 3, 2004 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 

The American Red Cross was founded in 
1881 by Clara Barton and chartered by the 
Congress in 1905 to provide humanitarian 
United States in 
the Red Cross remains dedi- 


services to the times of 


need. Today 


cated to relieving suffering by helping our 


citizens prepare for and respond to emer- 
> } . 
gencies and natural disasters 
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The Red Cross exemplifies one of the 
great strengths of America—the compassion 
of our people Each year, the Red Cross re- 
sponds to tens of thousands of disasters in 
the United States, from home fires and earth- 
quakes to tornadoes and chemical spills In 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the Red Cross is serv- 
ing military families by delivering emergency 
messages between deployed members of our 
Armed Forces and their families. Through 
International Red 
Cross provides vital aid overseas to the vic- 


Response Teams, the 


tims of disease, famine, war, and natural dis- 
asters. The Red Cross also educates individ- 
uals families schools, businesses, and com- 
munities about the importance olf disaster 
preparedness, especially after the terrorist at- 
tacks of September 11, 2001. By offering 
health and safety training such as first aid, 
CPR, and aquatic lifesaving, and by facili- 


tating the collection of millions of units of 


blood for donation, the Red Cross helps our 
country to handle emergencies 

Many of the essential services of the Amer 
ican Red Cross are provided by volunteers 
who give their time and energy to help fellow 
citizens in need. During Red Cross relief op- 
these volunteers assess damages, 


erations 


drive emergency response vehicles to dis- 


tribute food and other supplies to people, 


and shelter families who have been evacu- 
ated their celebrate 
American Red Cross Month, I encourage all 


from homes. As we 
Americans to commit themselves to helping 
others by volunteering in their communities 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America 
and Honorary Chairman of the American 
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States do hereby proclaim March 
2004 as American Red Cross Month. I urge 
all Americans to support this organization’s 
humanitarian mission. On behalf of a grateful 
Nation, we also applaud the selfless dedica- 
tion of Red Cross employees and volunteers 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of March, in the vear 
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer 
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth 


George W. Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
10:34 a.m., March 4, 2004} 


Norte: This proclamation Was published in the 
Federal Register on March 5 


Executive Order 13332—Further 
Adjustment of Certain Rates of Pay 
March 3, 2004 

By the authority vested in me as President 


by the and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the laws 


Constitution 


cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows 

Section 1. The 
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory 
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)), 
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set 
forth on the schedules attached hereto and 
made a part hereof: 

a) The General 
5332(a)) at Schedule 1: 
b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22 
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 

c) The schedules for the Veterans Health 
Administration of the Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404: section 
301(a) of Public Law 102-40) at Schedule 


3 


Statutory Pay Systems 


Schedule (5 ISAC 


Sec. 2. The 


ranges of rates of basic pay for senior execu- 


Senior Executive Service 
tives in the Senior Executive Service, as es- 
tablished pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5382, as 
amended by section 1125 of Public Law 108 
136, are set forth on Schedule 4 attached 
hereto and made a part hereof 

Sec. 3. Executive and Certain Other Sala- 
ries. The rates of basic pay or salaries for 
the following offices and positions are set 
forth on the schedules attached hereto and 
made a part hereof 

a) The Executive Schedule (5 
5311-5318) at Schedule 5: 

b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104 
2 Us4:..3) 


U.S.C 


and 
the Congress at Schedule 6: 
and 

c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 
135, 252, and 461(a), section 140 of Public 
Law 97-92 Public Law 108—167) at 
Schedule 7 

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services 
section 601(a)—(b 


and 


Pursuant to 
of Public Law 108-136, 
the rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C 
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203) for members of the uniformed services, 
as adjusted under 37 U.S.C. 1009, and the 
rate of monthly cadet or midshipman pay are 
set forth on Schedule 8 attached hereto and 
made a part hereof 


Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay- 
ments 

a) Pursuant to section 5304 of title 5 
United States Code, and in accordance with 
of Public Law 


LOS—199, locality-based comparability pay- 


section 640(a) of Division F 
ments shall be paid in accordance with 
Schedule 9 attached hereto and made a part 
hereof 

b) The Director of the Office of Per- 
sonnel Management shall take such actions 
as may be necessary to implement these pay- 


ments and to publish appropriate notice of 


such payments in the Federal Register 


Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. The 
rates of pay for administrative law judges, as 
adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5372(b)(4), are set 
forth on Schedule 10 attached hereto and 
made a part hereof. 


Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef- 
fective on January 1, 2004. The other sched- 
ules contained herein are effective on the 
first day of the first pay period beginning on 
or after January 1, 2004 


Sec. 8. Prior Order Superse ded. Executive 
Order 13322 of December 30, 2003, is super- 


seded. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
March 3, 2004 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Registe1 


8:55 a.m., March 5, 2004 


Norte: This Executive order was publishe d in the 
Federal Register on March 8 
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Memorandum on Imports of Certain 
Ductile Iron Waterworks Fittings 
From the People’s Republic of China 
March 3, 2004 


Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 

Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Imports of Certain Ductile Iron Waterworks 
Fittings from the People’s Republic of China 


Consistent with section 421 of the Trade 
Act of 1974, 19 U.S.C. 2451), 
I have determined the action I will take with 
respect to the affirmative determination of 
the United States International Trade Com- 
mission (USITC Investigation TA-421-4) re- 
garding imports of certain ductile iron water- 
works fittings pipe fittings) from China. 
After considering all relevant aspects of the 


as amended 


investigation, I have determined that pro- 
viding import relief for the U.S. pipe fittings 
industry is not in the national economic inter- 
est of the United States. In particular, I find 
that the import relief would have an adverse 
impact on the United States economy clearly 
greater than the benefits of such action 

The facts of this case indicate that impos- 
ing the USITC’s recommended tariff-rate 
quota remedy or any other import relief 
available under section 421 would be ineffec- 
tive because imports from third countries 
would likely replace curtailed Chinese im- 
ports. The switch to third country imports 
could occur quickly because the major U.S 
importers already import substantial quan- 
tities from countries such as India, Brazil. 
Korea, and Mexico. Because importers’ exist- 
ing inventories of imports will likely cover 
demand for approximately 6 to 12 months 
from the imposition of import relief, a switch 
from China to alternative import sources 
would not likely lead to significant additional 


demand for domestically produced pipe fit- 


tings, even accounting for a time lag in mak- 
ing that switch. Under these circumstances, 
import relief would provide no meaningful 
benefit to domestic producers. 

In addition, import relief would cost U.S 
consumers substantially more than the in- 
creased income that could be realized by do- 
mestic producers. Indeed, the USITC esti- 
mated that its recommended remedy would 
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generate a negative net domestic welfare ef- 
fect of between $2.3 million and $3.7 million 
in the first year alone 
While not necessary in reaching my deter- 
mination that imposing import relief would 
have an adverse impact on the United States 
economy clearly greater than the benefits, it 
is also worth noting two additional points 
e First, evidence suggests that domestic 
producers enjoy a strong competitive 
position in the U.S. market, and in fact 
the largest domestic producer recently 
announced price increases nationwide 
ranging from 8 to 35 percent The two 
smaller domestic producers and the 
major U.S. importers have publicly indi- 
cated that they would follow these price 
nmcreases 
Second, in 2002 and 2003, imports of 
this product have been relatively stable 
in volume terms and have shown a slight 
decline in value terms 
The circumstances of this case make clear 
that the U.S 
would not be served by the imposition of im- 


national economic. interest 
port relief under section 421. I remain fully 
committed to exercising the Important au- 
thority granted to me under section 421 
when the circumstances of a particular case 
warrant it 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office 
8:45 a.m., March 5, 2004 


of the Federal Registe1 


Nore: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on March 8 


Remarks in a Discussion on the 
National Economy in Bakersfield, 
California 

March 4, 2004 


The President. John, thanks. Thanks for 
having me. First, I want to thank your em- 
ployees lor putting up with my entourage 
Laughter| It’s kind of grown since the last 
time I was here in Bakersfield. [Laughter] 

We are here to talk about the economy 
I want to—I’m going to have some help here 
in talking about the economy people on the 
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frontlines of job creation, people on the 
Before | 
do so, I do want to thank you, John, and your 


frontline of raising their families. 


family for kind of setting such a great exam- 
ple of what it means to be close family and 
heralding the entrepreneurial spirit. One of 
the things I love about America is the entre- 
preneurial spirit, the fact that people can own 
their own assets, can start their own business, 
can realize such a hopeful future, because 
they own something. We’re here at what we 
call a family-owned business. It’s an integral 
part of America 

When I heard I was coming for Rain for 
Rent—|/aughter|—I was thinking about my 
days in west Texas. [Laughter] We were al- 
ways looking for a little rain and were willing 
to rent it. [Laughter] But I do want to thank 
your mom and dad, Jerry and Mary, for wel- 
coming me here, and I want to thank your 
whole family for turning out 

I've spent some quality time in Bakers- 
field—1949. I don’t remember much about 
it. |[Laughter| But I was talking to old Num- 
ber 41—that would be my dad—2 nights ago, 
and I told him I was going out to Bakersfield 
And he said, “Tell the folks out there that 
Barbara and I have got fond memories of 
our days living here.” Good, decent, honor- 


able, hard-working people in Bakersfield 
that’s the way it was then, and that’s the way 
it is today And we’re glad to be here 


I want to thank Sharon Thomas, the wife 
of a guy I call the Chairman; that would be 
Bill Thomas. Sharon, thanks 
for coming today. Bill Thomas is doing a real- 


Congressman 


ly good job for the people of California and 
Bakersfield. He’s doing a great job for the 
We've done 
a lot working together, some of which I'm 


country. He is a strong leade1 
about to discuss with you. 

I want to thank the mayor, Harvey Hall. 
He met me at the airport. He drove over 
in the limousine. Harvey, thanks 

Have you got any advice?” I said 
the potholes 3 [Laughte r| 

We've got members of the State senate 
Roy Ashburn is with us. I’ve known Roy for 
a while. He’s a good fellow. State assembly 
Bill Maze is with us. I thank Bill for being 
here. I want to thank all the local officials 
and all the citizens who have taken time out 


He said, 


Yes, fill 
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of your day to come by and to listen to what 
I hope is an educational dialog 

I want to thank a lady Dana 
Karcher, who came out to the airport. I don’t 
know if you know Dana or not; you probably 
don’t But she is a volunteer in your commu- 
nity. She’s de- 
cided—she’s involved with Keep Bakersfield 
Beautiful. She understands that if you're in- 
terested in the quality of life in the commu- 
nity in which you live, it starts at the 
roots level, that people have got to take re- 
sponsibility for the lives and, in this case, the 
beauty of a place you love 
She’s a volunteer. 


named 


You know what she’s done? 


grass- 


and call home 


tre neth 
Make 
no mistake about it, we're going to keep our 
military strong in order to keep the peace 

And we're going to talk here today about peo- 
ple working and people being able to have 
savings and wealth. But the 
the country lies in the and souls of 
our citizens. That’s what makes America real- 
ly strong, the 


talk about the 
of the country in terms of our military 


A lot of times we 


true strength of 


hearts 


fact that we've got loving and 


decent and honorable citizens willing to help 


out at the local level, willing to take responsi- 
bility, willing to love 
you'd like t 
~ If you’re a member of the army of compas- 
in Bakersfield, ¢ I thank 


you from the + you re 


a neighbor just like 


o be loved yourself. 
sion here ‘alifornia 
bottom of my heart 

interested in serving your community, find 
a way to make better 
ane ighbor’ s life more hope ‘ful, and you ll be 
making a Nation 
So Dana, thanks for coming Appreciate the 


somebody's life make 


great contribution to our 


example you ve set Keep doing what you re 
doing 

This economy of ours is strengthening, and 
that’s positive. See, we want people working 
here in America. We not only want people 
working in America, we want people who are 
working to be comfortable that their job is 
going to be here tomorrow 

I'm an optimistic fellow about our econ- 
because I’ve what we've been 
through. And I right 
quick what this country has been through and 
the challenges this economy had faced over 
the last 
recession. That means we 


wards. We 


omy seen 


want to remind you 


3 vears. First, we went through 


were gomg back- 


weren't growing. That means 


Mar 
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there was a lot of uncertainty for pl. inners 
and small-business pe ople. Th: it meant pe ‘O- 
ple were losing their jobs 

And we started to come out of that reces- 
sion, and the enemy hit us on September the 
Lith, 2001. And the attack hurt us. The at- 
tack hurt our economy. The attack 
changed our psychology in a way. See, we 
used to think oceans could protect us from 
harm, but we learned a tough lesson that day, 
which means whoever has the honor of hold- 
ing the Oval Office must take every threat 
seriously, must deal with threats before they 
become imminent, must be firm with our re- 
solve to keep America secure, must never re- 


also 


lent to the enemies that would harm us be- 
love. And we began to re- 
attacks 


llth because we're 


cause of what we 
cover from the on Se — the 
a strong pe -ople, ve re 
resilient, because there’s an owne ah soci- 
ety, a culture of ownership in America 

And then we had to deal with another 
problem here in America, and that is, we had 
some of our fellow citizens forgot what it 
meant to be a responsible citizen. Corporate 
CEOs didn’t tell the truth to their 
holders and their employees And that began 
to affect the psychology of the country. Peo- 
ple think 
Well, 


bers,” 


share- 


people who invest began to say, 
I believe these num- 
people who work beginning to wonder 
whether or not in big corporate America, that 
what they're being told is right. But we acted 
We passed tough new laws. You’re beginning 


=< 


I'm not so sure 


to see the consequences of people making 
irre sponsib le decisions. They need to pay a 
price for their irre sponsibility, and they will, 
America, 
not going to tolerate dishonesty in the 
boardrooms of our country 


in order to set a clear example. In 
we re 


And then I made a tough decision to deal 
with Mr. Saddam —|ap- 
plause|—I just want to, right quick, remind 
you that I looked at the intelligence and saw 
a threat. The Congress looked at the same 
intelligence, and they saw a threat. The 
United Nations Security Council looked 
that int 

I took my message to the 


Hussein. I saw 


and it saw a threat. 
United Nations 
‘This is a world problem. Let's deal 


tellige nice 


I said 
with it. You’ve given him resolution after res- 
olution after resolution to disarm for a rea- 
And after 


son, because you saw a threat.” 
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September the llth, it was time to disarm 
him so the threat wouldn’t materialize. He 
Forget it.” He chose defiance. Then 
I had a choice: Do I trust the word of a mad- 


said 
ian or do | make the decision to defend 
America? I'll defend America every time 
Laura reminded me one time about, on 
the TV screens, you started to see the banner 


“March to War” in the summer of 2002 


That’s not very conducive for investing cap- 


ital. If you're an employer if you’re a small- 
business owner: and all ola sudden you re 
thinking about marching to war, it doesn’t 
inspire a lot of confidence in the economy 
We overcame that 
peace, by the way. The world is more peace- 


ful 


'] 1 
But we've overcome all that 


Now we're marching to 


And the econ- 
omy is getting stronger. Inflation is low. In- 


terest rates are low. Manufacturing is up 


i 
Homeownership is strong. The entrepre- 
neurial spirit in America is alive and well, 
ind one of the I think we’re 


doing SO good here inh America IS because 


reasons W hy 


of the tax relief we passed. It’s because peo- 
ple have more money in their pockets 

See, if you're interested in somebody find- 
ing work, you've got to put forth policies that 
encourage economic expansion progrowth 
polic les progrowth in the private sector, not 
policies that grow the Federal Government 
but policies that grow the small-business sec- 
tor of our economy. Most new jobs in Ame1 
ica are created by small businesses 

And so the plans that Chairman Thomas 
and I worked on all had in mind helping our 
individuals as well as helping small-business 
See, we cut the 


If you're going to have tax relief 


owners taxes on evervbody 


We said 
everybody who pays taxes ought to get re 
lief Were 


Washington say 


not going to have people in 

Okay tax relief 
We had tax relief that was 
fair because everybody got it 


you get 
and you don’t 
And what’s in 
did 


to hea 


teresting about the tax relief, not only 


it help families—and we're about 


from some families who it helped but it 
really helped small businesses. See most 
small businesses are either sol proprietor 
ships or Subchapter S corporations, which 
means they pay tax af the individual income 
tax level. And so when you cut taxes on the 


individuals In many cases youre 





cutting 


And 


we want our small businesses to be strong. 


taxes on the small businesses as well 


We want them to have more money to invest. 
We want them to have more money to ex- 
pand. And the tax relief we passed is working 
because it invigorated the small-business sec- 
tor of America 

A couple other things I want to tell you 
and then we're going to hear from others 
I'm not filibustering. [Laughter] It’s a long 
Washington word, isn’t it? |Laughter| We did 
some other positive things. 

If you're raising a family in America, it’s 
hard to do and SO We increased the child 
credit to $1,000 per child. We doubled the 
child credit to help families 

We reduced the marriage penalty It 
seems like to me you want the Tax Code to 
encourage marriage and not penalize it 

We reduced taxes on capital gains and divi 
dends. That’s important for savers particu- 
larly important for our senlors Many ol 
whom rely upon income from their invest- 
ment portfolio 

We put the death tax on its way to extinc- 
Listen, the It's bad 
for small businesses. It’s bad for farmers. It 


tion death tax is bad 


is bad for ranchers. It makes no sense to tax 


a family’s assets twice, once while you're 
making money and the next time after you 
die 

So we've overcome a lot, and the policy 
we've passed is good policy There’s more 
to do. I want to share some thoughts with 
you right qui k about what we need to do 
to make sure people can find a job or are 


ibout the job they have. We 
need an energy policy in America. We need 


comfortabk 


to make sure our electricity systems are mod 
ern, and we need to become less de pendent 
on foreign sources of energy 

We need to make sure we don’t become 
isolated from the world. We don’t need eco 
nomic isolation. We need to have trade policy 
that treats 


their products 


America fairly 
} 


nere 


People can sell 
We want to be able to 
sell ow products there. If youre good at 
something, you want to open up markets 
Listen, we're really good at growing things 
We want to sell our food overseas: we want 
We want to have 


a trade policy that is fair. We must fight off 


to sell our beef overseas 
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sake of Amer 


entrepreneurs 


economic isolationism for the 


ican consumers, American 

and American workers 
We need less regulation. These small-busi 

many times they 


fill out too much pape rwork. They ought to 


ness owners will tell you 


be focused on he ‘Iping pe ople find work i 
stead of spending hours on paperwork het 
probably is never read 

We need tort reform in America. We need 
to make that 
it hard for people to hire; they just do 

Health care rising. We need to 
do something about health care costs. We 


call associated health care 


sure frivolous lawsuits make 


costs are 


need what we 
plans that allow small businesses to pool risk 
so their e mploye es get reason: ibly price d 
health care. We need to e xpand health sav- 


ings accounts, which is a fantastic oppor- 


tunity, by the w ay, for small-business owners 
and e mploye es to be able to have health c 
at affordable 


fordable prices 


price—health insurance at ‘af 

We need national medical liability reform 
Frivolous lawsuits drive up the cost of health 
care. The Congress passed a good bill. It is 
stuck in the Senate. The most powerful lobby 
in Washington, DC, in some estimates, are 
the trial lawyers. We need to make sure that 
doctors don’t get run out of business and 
health care costs don’t get run up because 
of these frivolous and junk lawsuits. Congress 
has got to pass medical liability reform 


And finally, we 


cuts are 


need to make sure the tax 
> permanent See, the 


to expire 


tax cuts are set 


That’s what a lot of peopl don't 
understand. This is an important part ol the 
Washington, D¢ 


sure the 


dialog ] now how to 


make economy continues to grow 


These job creators need certainty in the Tax 
Code 


and up the next 


You can’t have taxes go down one yea 
They need certainty when 
They need to be abl 
to have certainty when it comes 


That’s 


it comes to planning 
to their in 
vestment deductibility what they 
need 

And yet 
to expire Interesting enough, in the year ’05 
the child credit 


less Congress acts 


S 


aspects ol the Tax Code are 
is gong to go back down un 
That means a tax increas¢ 
on these hard-working people If Congress 
doesn't step up and act, the child credit is 
which means thes« 


going to go down, good 
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folks are going to pay greater taxes next year 
The marriage pen ilty relief, it goes up, which 
means if you re marme “d., you re gomg to pay 
higher taxes in ‘05. The expansion of the 10- 
percent bracket no longer will exist. It’s going 
to be changed, which means people are going 
to pay higher taxes 

doesn't 
higher 
strengthening. 


make any sense 
2005. This 
It will weaken our economy 


be paying 
taxes in economy — is 
unless Congress acts. Members of Congress 
loud and clear: We 
need tax permanency. At the very least, they 
must make permanent the tax 


must hear this message 


child credit, 
the tax relief from the marriage penalty, the 
tax relief from the expanded 10-percent 
bracket. For the sake of 
for the sake of jobs, Congress must not raise 


American families, 


the taxes on 
America 


the hard-working people 


to talk about the econ- 
omy. And I’m pretty well talked out—{laugh- 
| Laughter] 
it’s like to 
Obviously, it 


And so we're here 
ter| much to your pleasure 
John, why don’t you tell us what 
run a family-owned business 
is capital-intensive. By “capital-intensive,” | 


mean it costs a lot to have one of those 
pumps there. He 
goes out 


that 


Ing pe ople you re sy upon. But it’s a busine ‘SS 


has to buy it, and then he 


and rents it. And so it’s a business 
obviously you ve got good hard-work- 
that requires, you know, some strong asset 
management. And so, why don’t you tell us 
what it’s like to run your own business. Some- 
body may be out there listening that wants 
to start their own business. And it’s an oppor- 
tunity for people to learn the great joy and 
the frustrations and the responsibility ol 
being an entrepreneur here in America 

John Lake. Well, lll give it a shot 

The President. 1m not worried about you 


Laughter 


\t this point John W. Lake pre sident, Rain 
for Rent, made brief remarks 

The President. 
to spe nd next year do you think? 

Mr. Lake. heal $30 million buying c ap- 
ital assets for rent 

The President. Yes. See, 
he’s going to spend $30 million, that means 


How much are you going 


when he Says 
somebody or a group ol people are going to 


go out there and manufacture $30 million 
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worth of products, which means somebody 
is going to find work. See 
mand through tax policy- 


_ if we increase de- 
in other words, de- 
mand means I want an additional good or 
a service. In this case, 
$30 million worth of 


he’s saying he wants 
The 


response 


our 
to that 
somebody _ is going to produce 

And when they produce it, it 
means somebody is going to work. 


goods - 
economy works is that in 
demand, 


something 


So whe nh you he “ar about economic policy 
and you hear about investment and you hear 
people say investment equals jobs, think 
about John. John is buying $30 million worth 
of equipment, which means somebody 
and Wichita Falls, Texas more 
likely to have a job. And that’s how this econ- 
omy works 


Ardmore is 


And I appreciate that very much, you ex- 
plaining that. Let me ask you something, are 
you going to hire r? [Laugh- 
ter 


anybody this yea 


{r. Lake. Yes, sir 


ing for 46 more people 


look- 
And actually, we 
grown 24 percent since 9/1] 

The President. Well 
That’s great 


Right now we're 


ve 


that’s fantastic. 


[Mr. Lake made further remarks. | 


The President. 
about what we need to do to make sure peo- 


ple 


Let me tell you something 


are employable, is to get people educated 
in the first place, make sure the Bakersfield 
school systems teach people how to read and 
write make 
jobs which actually 
exist. We’ve got some really good people who 
want to work; they just need the skills. That’s 
why the 


and add and subtract, sure there 


is job training for the 


community college system here in 


California, all around the country, is an im- 
portant part of job training, so that you can 
match desire to work with the skills necessary 
to work 

34 
lot of Johns around this country who are look- 
ing for workers. See ; 50 
3 here, and this job base is begin- 
ning to expand The 
ening because of the 
taking place 


And so John is looking for There’s a 
34 workers here 
there, 2 or 
economy 1S strength- 
decisionmaking that is 
that he 
made was the result of tax policy He’s what 
you call a Subchapter S corporation When 
we cut the taxes on individuals, it helps this 


Part of those decisions 
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You heard him say he didn’t have dividends 
for a while. You know what he’s doing? He’s 
putting the money back in the company for 
the sake of the workers. 

That’s one of the wonderful things about 
the entrepreneurial spirit here in America. 
These owners understand that they've got to 
have good workers and take of their 
workers. And I suspect working here for this 
great Company is a pleasure 

All right. You did a good job. |Laughter| 

Mr. Lake. Thank you, sir. 

The President. Les, tell us about yourself. 
Victory Circle company. 


care 


[Les DenHerder president, Victory Circle 
Inc., made brief remarks. | 

The President. You are a 
corporation 

Mr. DenHerder. Yes, we’ 
S. 

The President. Okay, if 1 can just remind 
everybody, that means he pays taxes at the 


Subchapter S 


re a Subchapter 


individual income tax rate at the corpor: ate 
level. ‘the 
The taxes paid at the cor- 
level flow through to the 
tax—to the individual, so therefore 
individual income taxes affect his small busi- 
ness, a better way to put it 

Mr. DenHerder. Absolutely. And not only 
that, with — investment, we're able to 
make of the tax credits there 
This year we re planning on spending prob- 
ably around $50,000 for additional equip- 


like. 


In other words—I shouldn't say 
corporate level.’ 
porate 


income 


individual 


use of some 


ment, and that will probably sav 
7,000 because of the tax laws 

The President. Yes. See 
said if he he 
courages people to invest 


the new tax laws 
7.000. So it en- 
What you 
going to buy ? Do you know yet? 

Mr. DenHerder. Some more welders and 
pipe-bending equipment 

The President. Yes, so somebody has got 
to make it ) 


invests Saves 5 


are 


That’s how the economy works 


He makes a decision. It affects a lot of peo- 


ple, the de cision you make So whe n you hear 
“tax relief,” I hope people connect tax relief 
with decisionmaking and decisionmaking to 
jobs. That’s what we're talking about. That's 
why the tax relief was important for job cre- 
ation 
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Okay, I'm going to be looking for your 
product the next time I start a NASCAR race 
| Laughter | 

Mr. DenHerder. That's good 

The President. It 
Thanks for coming. How many 
of hiring anybody this year? 

Mr. DenHerder. We're probably going to 
hire two to three people this year 

The President. That’s good, see 
you've got how many now? 

Mr. DenHerder. We've got 14 now 

The President. There are a lot of compa 
nies, a lot in America, with 20 or fewer em- 


Was unbelievable 


any chances 


And 


ployees. And when he says he’s going to hire 


two more, that’s really good news. A lot of 


people are feeling confident and optimistic 
about our future, so they can say, “I'm going 
to hire two more.” They can sit here and 
tell the President in front of all the cameras 
“I'm going to hire two more _ people.” 
| Laughter| That’s confidence. 

All right, Chris, tell us your business 


[Chris DiSalvo, president GMC Roofing and 
Building Paper Products, Inc., made brief re- 
marks, mentioning his wife, Wilma, and con- 


cluding as follows. | 


Mr. DiSalwvo. So in February 
The President. | 
| Laughter | 
[Mr. DiSalvo made further remarks 
tioning his operations manager, Leo Martin 
and concluding as follows. | 


‘ + 
got a good wife too 


men- 


Mr. DiSalvo. He’s watching the plant 

The President. He’s working. [Laughter 

Mr. DiSalwvo. Exactly 

The President. Leo is doing th 
thing 


|Mr. DiSalvo made further remarks 


right 


The President. How did the tax relief help 
your 


[Mr. DiSalvo made further remarks. | 


The President. Isn't it a fabulous story? 
Forty-nine, were you? 

Mr. DiSalwo. Yes, sir 

The President. 
young-sounding 


Forty-nine, yes, really 
[Laughter| He starts his 
own business. He has a desire to own some 
thing. The job of Government is to create 


an environment that 


encourages and en- 
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hances the entrepreneurial spirit. The job of 
Government is not to create jobs but to cre- 
ate an environment in which people feel 
comfortable about taking risk to realize their 
dreams 

I love the stories about your granddad 
working his Way through the Depression and 
feeling confident enough to start this busi- 
ness and that you and your dad have had 
the great privilege of growing it and modern- 
izing it and diversifying it to meet the new 
challenges of our economy 


I love the idea of a guy buying his company 


and turning it into something. And I love the 
idea of somebody saying, “I want to own my 
own company. I want to start it.” It’s such 
an important part of our American story. And 
I intend to keep the entrepreneurial spirit 
as strong as possible because I understand 
that when the small-business sector of our 
economy is vibrant and confident and opti- 
mistic, people are more likely to find a job 
Now—good job, guys really good job 

Okay, Ismael Diaz is with us. He is a man- 
ager. Ismael, tell us about yourself 

Mr. Diaz. Well, I'm—technically, I just 
work in the engineering department. |[Laugh- 
ter| V'll let my boss know I got a promotion 

The President. Well, 1 just made you a 
manager. Yes. Congratulations, you got a pro 
motion. [Laughter] 

Mr. Lake. 
Laughter] 

The President. Yes 


Congratulations, Ismael. 


Mr. Diaz, engineer/project manager, Rain 
for Rent, made brie fre marks. | 


The President. How many of your -how 
many in your family had ever been to college 
prior to you? 

Mr. Diaz. None 

The President. Yes 

Mr. Diaz. 


to go 


So we're the first generation 


[Mr. Diaz made further remarks, concluding 


as follows. 


Mr. Diaz. | never particularly paid atten- 
tion to taxes until I had kids, was married, 
had a mortgage payment 








338 Mar 


The President. 
some 


Mr. Diaz. Exactly. | Laughter 


Til you started to pay 


Mr. Diaz made further remarks, concluding 
as follou s 


Mr. Diaz. | have a 
vear-old with my wife 
And 

The President. Can vou imagine if my 
name were America? | Laughte? 

Mr. Diaz. It makes for some 
conversation 

The President. That’s right. ves 

Mr. Diaz. It’s an icebreake1 

The President. It is. | Laughte: 


Vii Diaz 


coy 
as fe NMIOUS 


3-vear-old and a 1- 
America, who is out 


in the audience she’s out there 


interesting 


made further remarks, concluding 


Mr. Diaz. When you go in one vear paying 
next yvear getting a 
$3,000 refund, that’s a pretty quic k flip-flop 
from one year to the next 

The President. Yes 

Mr. Diaz. And what it allowed 
was have my wife start working full-time 
She’s a and | 
you're fond of schoolteachers 

The President. Thank 


you doing that 


a thousand bucks to the 


us to do 


schoolteacher understand 


you 


Appreciate 


= made further remarks, con luding 


Mr. Diaz. And we'd take the refund 
money, invest it in college 
little kids 

The President. Fantastic 

Mr. Diaz. If we 
the same for them 

The President. That's good 

Mr. Diaz. It's up to her. | Laughter 

The President. 1 don’t think we 
go there, Ismael Laught ! 

Mr. Diaz. So I know it’s—if taxes do go 
up, we'll feel that impact immediately 

The President. Yes. Listen 


he’s saving is 


funds for our two 


have any more We I] do 


want to 


here’s—what 
and it’s a fundamental argu 
ment about taxes—obviously, we got to meet 
priorities We got a war to win. We got things 
to do in Washington. But I always felt that 
with the economy slowing down we want the 
Ismmae ls ol the world to have more money 
to make their life easier, to increase demand 


And I would argue with people that this good 
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man can spend his money far more wisely 
than the Federal Government can spend his 
money 

He said he had $3,150 in tax savings. That’s 
a lot of money for a young family. That’s a 
Notice what he 
“We're beginning to set money aside for our 


kids 


to have a culture of personal responsibility 


lot of security said, he said 


I oftentimes say its important for us 


and it starts with moms and dads loving their 
children with all their heart and all their soul 
And that’s what Ismael has signaled to us 

If Congress doesn’t act, his taxes go up 
by $2,000. It’s a $2,000 tax increase 


gress must listen to the voices of people like 


Con- 


dollars In his 
pocket is going to make a difference to his 
family 


Ismael. Two thousand less 


So when vou hear, “Oh, I don’t want 
to make the tax cuts permane nt, vou trans- 
late to that Were 


That’s what they re saying 


to raise Ismael’s taxes 


Now, we got with us as well Theresa 
oh, let me say something about Ismael’s dad 
Where is his dad? Is he here? There he is 


He Callit 


and he stood in line 


Thanks for coming, sir here and 


worked hard and be- 


came a citizen. And that’s what needs to hap- 


pen with immigration policy. Look, we need 
to—we don’t need blanket amnesty here in 
America. What we need is, we need to he Ip 
people find work in a legal way 

Your dad did it the legal way. He 
and worked because he wanted to be a good 


dad And he 


in line in a legal way and then became 


Callie 
and he earned a living stood 
a cit- 
izen of this country. | put forth a plan Wwe 
were talking to these employe rs: they don’t 
know whether they re hiring somebody here 
who's legally or not. We need a te mporary- 
worke1 plan That is not an amnesty plan 
it’s a worker plan to make sure the employers 
here in America are able to find the laborers 
that other Americans won't do, in a legal way 
We need to make sure we treat pe ople hu- 

And I want to thank 
Think about that 
The guy works all his life 


so his son can go to college 


manely in this country 
vou for the example how 
American is that 
Avila is the 


Theresa is with us. Theresa 


sales representative 

Ms. Avila. Yes 

The President. Is that an accurate assess- 
ment? 
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Ms. Avila. That’s correct, Mr. President 

The President. Would you like to 
you like a promotion? | Laughter 

Ms. Avila. Yes, sir, | would 

The President. The tax cuts weren't big 
enough for all 


would 


laughter|. Thank you, The 


resa Pl “ase 


IMs. Avila. sales represe ntative Rain for 
Rent, made brief remarks, concluding as fol- 


lou Ss 


Ms. Avila. My daughter Amanda, she’s 16 
She goes to Liberty High School 

The President. Does she have her driver's 
license? 

Ms. Avila. Almost 

The President. Yes. |Laughter| Ive 
through that before. {Laughter 

Ms. Avila. And my daughter Alexandra 
who is 9. she’s 
there. She’s in 

The President. | see her. Hi 

Ms. Avila. elementary 

The President. She's a beautiful girl 

Ms. Avila. Thank vou 

The President. She has a great smile 

Ms. Avila. Thank you 


She’s begging for it 


bee 1h 


a fourth grader. She’s over 


Ale kandi t 


Ms Ar ila made frurthe rere marks cont luding 
as follows 

Ms. Avila. And I hope that with your help 
and your continued support that we will be 


a successful family, a successful American 
family 

The President. Yes, well, you are success 
ful already. And I can tell that, liste ning to 
you 

Ms. Avila. Thank vou 

The President. You'r 


successful because 


successful 


really 
you love youl kids more 
than anything else, successful because vou 
you set education as priority for vour family 
This good family saved about $3,400 becaus« 
ol the tax re lief It ¢ ongress doe snt go up 
act, their taxes are going up bv $3.100. see? 
What's happening by the way, is that peo 
ple all of a sudden are going to be thrust 
into the 


Those are long words, but just trust me, it 


ilternative minimum tax bracket 
means you got a tax increase coming unless 
. rr 1 

Congress acts. They need to make the child 
credit permanent. They need to make the 
marriage penalty 


relief permanent. They 
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need to make sure the L0-percent bracket 
stays permanent And they need to deal with 
the alternative minimum tax so these good 
hard-working people don’t pas more taxes in 
the year 2005 

Is there 
Okay, well, listen, thank you all for coming 


anything else you want to say? 


| hope this has been helpful in understanding 
how the economy works, how people make 
decisions, how families make decisions 
You just heard Theresa Say they help. d 

they did some work on their home. Well 
somebody had to come and do it When she 
took the tax relief, she had to go get some 
body to come and do it. And the person who 
came to do it had to buy more supplies in 
fixed 


That's how the economy works. There’s a lot 


order to make sure the house got 


of decisionmaking that goes on. It’s the mil 


lions of decisions by consumers and pro- 


ducers to meet the demand of those con- 
sumers that really makes a marketplac e econ 
omy function. And Government can have a 
good role in encouraging the vitality of econ- 
And that’s what the tax relief plan did 


And that’s why we've got to make sure that 


OmMy 


the benefits of tax relief don’t go away. That's 


got to make sure that we’re not rais- 


whv we 
. | . . | * : - { | ‘ 
ing the taxes on the people or: this country 

I'm optimistic about America because | 
understand the 


We re 


dreams people who are responsible for the 


character of our people 


people who work hard dream big 


1 
decisions Wwe make people who love oul tam- 
ilies. It’s a fabulous countrv. We've overcome 
i lot, and the 


the character of the American people 


reason Wwe have 1S because ol 


It's my honor to be here in the great city 
of Bakersfield, California. Thank vou all for 
coming. May God bless you all “May God 
continue to bless our country 

Good job, John 

Mr. Lake. Thank you 

The President. Good job 
Note: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. at Rain 
for Rent. In his remarks, he referred to Mavor 
Harvey L. Hall of Bakersfield, CA: Roy Ashburn 
California State Maze, California 


State assemblyman: and former President Saddam 


senator: Bill 


Hussein of Iraq 
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in Santa Clara, California 


March 4, 2004 


Thanks a lot. Thanks for coming. Thanks 
for the warm welcome. It is great to be back. 
I appreciate it. Thanks. Be seated, please. 
Thanks for the warm welcome. It is great 
to be back in Santa Clara. Such a beautiful 
part of our country, isn’t it? It’s a wonderful 
day 

I have had a great trip here to California 
[ was in Los Angeles yesterday and Bakers- 
field this morning. I don’t know if you know 
that, but in 1949 we called that home. I was 
quick to remind the people in Bakersfield 
I'd called it home. [Laughter| 

Had a chance to spend some quality time 
y. | know you 
were a little disappointed, like I was, that 
didn’t any 
|Laughter| But Arnold has had a pretty good 
year. By electing Governor Schwarzenegger 


with your Governor yesterday 


“Terminator 3’ win Oscars 


the voters of California have shown that no 
party can take California for granted. 

The Vice President and I are going to be 
spending some quality time here this coming 
year. With your continued help, California 
is going to be an important part of a nation- 
wide victory in November 2004. Speaking 
about the Vice President, I made a really 
good pick when I asked Dick ¢ theney to serve 
by my side. He is a fabulous Vice President 
Mother may have a second 
Laughter 


for our country 
opinion 
She is in 
Texas. She was visiting her mother in Mid- 
land 


I'm sorry Laura is not with me 


where both of us were raised 
After I give 
this speech, I'm on my way to Crawford. She 


Texas 


She’s on her way to Crawford 


sends her best greetings to our friends here 
in the Bay Area. I tell you, Laura is a great 
First Lady. I'm a fortunate man that she is— 
agreed to marry me, and I love her dearly 

I want to thank Brad for his friendship and 
leadership here in the State of California, and 
Parsky, who is the State 
campaign chairman. I too want to thank 
Katie Boyd and Gregory Slayton for their 
hard work, and thank my friend Mercer Rey- 
nolds from Cincinnati, Ohio, who is the na- 
tional finance chairman of Bush-Cheney 


my friend Gerry 
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'04—-good people working hard to make sure 
that we’re well-funded. And we will be. 

I appreciate Bill Jones, the next United 
States Senator from the State of California, 
with us today. The next United States Sen- 
ator from the State of South Dakota is with 
us today, Congressman John Thune. Thank 
you for coming, John. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here, the people who are going to 
make the phone calls and put up the signs 
and turn out the vote. I want to thank you 
in advance for what you're going to do. It’s 
important 

Last Tuesday night | placed a call to Sen- 
ator Kerry. I told him I was looking forward 
to a spirited campaign, and I congratulated 
y. It’s going to be an inter- 
esting debate on the issues. My opponent has 


him on his victory 


spent two decades in Washington, and he’s 
built up quite a record. In fact, Senator Kerry 
has been in Washington long enough to take 
both sides on just about every issue. {Laugh- 
ter| 

Voters have a clear choice between keep- 
ing the tax relief that is moving this economy 
forward or putting the burden of higher taxes 
back on the American people. They have a 
clear choice between an America that leads 
the world with strength and confidence or 
an America that is uncertain in the face of 
danger 

I look forward to setting these alternatives 
squarely before the American people. I look 
forward to this campaign. We have a great 
record. We've achieved a lot during the last 


9 


3 vears. And most important, we have a posi- 


tive vision for the years ahead, a positive vi- 


sion for winning the war against terror and 
extending peace and freedom throughout the 
world, a positive vision for creating jobs and 
promoting opportunity and compassion here 
at home. I will leave no doubt where I stand 
We look forward to winning on the 2nd of 
November 

The last 3 years have brought serious chal- 
lenges, and we have given serious answers 
We came to office with the stock market in 
decline and an economy headed into reces- 
sion, delivered historic tax relief, and now 
our economy is the fastest growing of any 
major industrialized nation 
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We had to confront corporate crimes that 
cost people their jobs and their savings, so 
and 
made it abundantly clear that we will not tol- 
erate dishonesty in the boardrooms of Amer- 
ica 


we passed strong corporate reforms 


We saw war and grief arrive on a quiet 
September morning, so we pursued the ter- 
rorist enemy across the world, captured or 
killed many of the key leaders of the Al Qaida 
network. And _ the them will learn 
there is no cave or hole deep enough to hide 
from American justice 


rest of 


We confronted the dangers of state-spon 


sored terror and the spread ol weapons of 


mass destruction, so we ended two of the 


most violent and dangerous regimes on 
Earth. We freed over 50 million pe ople And 
once again, America is proud to lead the at 
mies of liberation 

When Dick Cheney and I came to Wash- 
ington, we found a military that was under 
funded and underappreciated, so we 
our military the 1 
deserve. And today, no one can question = 
skill and the strength and the 
United States military. 

We came 


ington were 


gave 


resources and respect they 
spirit o the 


to office, and people in Wash 
used to gridlock, 
lems were used to score points. Old me lems 
were politic ‘ized and debated and the n just 
passed on from year to year But we came 
for a purpose. We 


and old prob- 


came to get some things 


done for the people. We passed major r 
forms to raise the standards in public schools 
We passed reforms for Medicare to give pre 
scription drugs and choices to senior citizens 
We chose to lead, and we produced results 
for the American people 

It is the President’s job to confront prob 
lems, not to pass them on to future Presi- 
dents and future generations. A President 
needs to step up and make the hard decisions 
and keep his commitments, and that is how 
I will continue to lead our country 

Great events will turn on this election. The 
man who sits in the Oval Office will set the 
course of the war on terror and the direction 
of our economy The security and prosperity 
of America are at stake. My opponent has 
not offered much in the way of strategies to 
win the war or policies to expand our econ- 


omy. So far all we hear from that side is a 
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lot of 
Anger 


old bitterness and partisan anger 
is not an agenda for the future of 
America. We're taking on the big issues with 
optimism and resolve and determination. I 
stand ready to lead this Nation for 4 
years 


more 


The big issue for every family in America 
is the With the largest 
tax relief since Ronald Reagan was President, 
ve have money in the hands that 
By spending and investing and 
he ‘Iping to create new jobs, the 


Federal tax burden 


left more 
earned it 
American 
pe ople have used their mone : far better than 
the Government would have. 

Because we acted, our economy is growing 
stronger. The economy grew in the 
half of 2003 at one of the fastest rates in 
nearly 20 years. Productivity is high. Business 


second 


investment is rising. Interest rates and infla- 
tion are low Homeownership is at the high- 
est rate ever. Manutacturing is increasing. 
We've added 366,000 new jobs over the past 
5 months. The tax relief we passed is work- 
ing 

My opponent has plans for those tax cuts 
He wants to take 


them away. He would use 


that money to expand the Federal Govern- 
ment. I have a better idea: To keep this econ- 
omy growing and to create jobs, the tax cuts 
must be permanent. 


We must do more to keep the economy 
need to maintain fiscal dis- 
cipline in our Nation’s Capital We need to 
protect busine ssowners and employees from 


growing. We 


frivolous lawsuits and needless regulation. 
We need to control the health—the 
health care by passing medical liability re- 
form at the national level. We need to open 
up markets for 


cost of 


California’s entrepreneurs 
and farmers and ranchers and manufacturers 
We need to pass sound ene rgy legislation to 
modernize the electricity system and to make 
America less dependent on foreign sources 
of energy. My opponent has talked about job 
creation, but he’s against every one of these 
job-creating measures. Empty talk about jobs 
and economic isolationism won't get anyone 
hired. 

This economy of ours is going through a 
time of change and challenge. We're helping 
people to gain the skills and the security to 
make a good living and to look forward to 
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a good retirement. All skills start with edu- 
cation. I worked with Congress to pass a real- 
ly good piece of legislation, the No Child Left 
Behind Act. This good law is challenging the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. In return for 
increased Federal dollars, particularly for 
Title I students, we demanded that every 
public school in America show us whether 
or not each child is learning to read and write 
and add and subtract We have done SO be- 
cause we refuse to accept mediocrity We ex- 
pect the best so that not one single child is 
left behind in America 

We're doing more. We have plans to help 
high school students whe fall behind in read- 
We've got 


to help our community colleges to train 


ing and math a sound strategy 
workers for the industries that are creating 
the new jobs for our economy. Education is 
the gateway to a hopeful future; this adminis- 
tration understands the gate must be open 
to all Americans 

We're also working to promote an owner- 
ship society in America in which more people 
own their own homes and build their own 
savings. We want more people owning their 
own small businesses. We want people to 
own and manage their own health care plans 
We want younger workers to own and man 
age their own retirement under Social Secu- 
rity. When people have solid assets, this ad- 
they 
pendence and security and dignity 


ministration understands gain inde- 
I believe 
in private property so much, I want every- 
body to have some 

On issue after issue, the American people 
have a clear choice. My opponent is against 
personal retirement accounts, against putting 
patients in charge of Medicare, and against 
tax relief. He seems to be against every idea 
that 


more 


gives Americans more authority and 
choices and more control over their 
The old Washington 
mindset: They ll give the orders, and you'll 
pay the bills. I've got news for the Wash- 


ington crowd 


own lives Same 


America has gone beyond that 


way of thinking, and we’re not going back 


The policy that this administration is pro- 


moting trusts the people ot America, to trust 
the people to make the best decisions with 
their own money, to trust the people to man- 
age their own health care and their own re- 
tirement and their own lives 


Our future also depends on America’s 
leadership in this world. The momentum of 
freedom in our time is strong, but we still 
face serious challenges. Al Qaida is wounded 
but not broken. Terrorists are testing our will 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Regimes in North 
Korea and Iran are challenging the peace. 
If America shows weakness and uncertainty 
in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. That is not going to happen on my 
watch 

This Nation is strong and confident in the 
cause of freedom. No friend or enemy today 
doubts the word of America. America and 
our allies gave an ultimatum to the terror 
regime in Afghanistan. The Taliban chose de- 
fiance. The Taliban are no longer in power. 
America and our allies gave an ultimatum to 
the terror regime in Iraq. The dictator chose 
defiance. Now the dictator sits in a prison 
cell. 

September the 11th, 2001, taught a lesson 
I have not forgotten. America must confront 
threats before they fully materialize. In Iraq, 
my administration looked at the intelligence 
information The Con- 
gress looked at the intelligence information, 
The United Nations 
Security Council looked at the intelligence 
information, and it saw a threat. The previous 


and we saw a threat 


and thev saw a threat 


administration and Congress looked at the 
intelligence and made regime change In Iraq 
the policy of our country. In 2002, the U.N. 
Security Council yet again demanded a full 
Saddam 
As he had for over a decade, Sad- 


accounting of Hussein’s weapons 
programs 
dam Hussein refused to comply. So I had 
to make, either to take the word 
of a madman or take action to defend Amer- 
ica. Faced with that choice, I will defend our 
country every time 

My opponent admits that Saddam Hussein 
was a threat. He just didn’t support my deci- 


a choice 


sion to remove Saddam from power. Perhaps 
he was hoping Saddam would lose the next 
lraqi election. |[Laughter| We showed the 
dictator and a watching world that America 
means what it says 

Because our coalition acted, Saddam’s tor- 
ture chambers are closed. Because we acted, 
Iraq's weapons programs are ended forever. 
Because we acted, nations like Libya have 
gotten the message and renounced their own 
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weapons programs. Because we acted, an ex- 
ample of democracy is rising at the very heart 
of the Middle East. Because we 


world is more free, and America is more s« 


acted, the 


cure. 

We still face thugs and terrorists in [raq 
who would rather go on killing the innocent 
They 
know that a free Iraq will be a major defeat 
in the cause of terror. This collection of kill 
ers is trying to shake our will They don’t 
understand America 


than accept the advance of liberty 


America will never be 
intimidated by thugs or assassins 

We're aggressively striking the terrorists in 
Iraq, defeating them there so we won't have 
to face them in our own country. We're « all- 
ing on other nations to help Iraq to build 
which will make the whol 
We're 
standing with the Iraqi people as they assume 


a tree society 


world more peaceful and secure 


more of their own defense and move toward 
self-government. These aren't easy tasks, but 
they're essential tasks. We'll finish what we 
have begun. We will win this essential victory 
in the war on terror 

On national security, Americans have the 
clearest possible choice My opponent says 
he approves of bold action in the world, but 
only if other countries don’t object. I'm all 
for united action, and so are the 34 coalition 
partners we have in lraq right now. Yet 
America must never outsource America s na- 
tional security decisions to leaders of othe 
countries 

Some are skeptical that the war on terror 
is really a war at all. Here’s what my oppo- 
nent said. He said the war on terror is fa 
less of a military operation and far more of 
an intelligence-gathering, law enforcement 
I disagree. Our Nation followed 
this approach after the World Trade Cente1 
was bombed in 1993. The matter was han 
dled in the courts and thought by some to 
be settled. But the terrorists were still train- 
ing in Afghanistan. They were still plotting 


op ration 


in other nations. They were drawing up more 
ambitious plans After the chaos and carnage 
of September the llth, it’s not enough to 
serve our enemies with legal papers With 
those attacks, the terrorists and their sup- 
porters declared war on the United States 
of America, and war is what they got 


Mar 


f 


At bases across our country and the world, 
I have had the privilege, the high privilege 
of meeting with the men and women of our 
military who are defending our country and 
sacrificing for our security. I've seen their 
great decency and unselfish courage. I can 
assure you, ladies and gentlemen, the cause 
of freedom is in good hands 

The Nation is prosperous and strong. Yet 
we need to that greatest 
strength is in the hearts and souls of our citi- 


remember our 
zens. We're strong because of the values we 


try to live by, courage, compassion, rev- 


erence, and integrity We're strong because 
of the institutions that help give us direction 
and purpose, families and schools and reli- 
gious congregations. 

funda- 
mental to our lives, and they deserve the re- 
spect of our Government. We stand for the 
fair treatment of faith-based groups so they 


These values and institutions are 


can receive Federal support for their works 
of compassion and healing. We will not stand 
for Government discrimination against peo- 
ple of faith 

We stand for welfare reforms that require 
work and strengthen marriage, which have 
helped millions of Americans find independ- 
ence and dignity. We will not stand for any 
attempt to weaken those reforms and to send 
people back into lives of dependence. We 
stand for a culture of life in which every per- 
son counts and every person matters We will 
not stand for the treatment of any life as a 
commodity to be experimented upon or ex- 
ploited or cloned. We stand for the confirma- 
tion of judges who strictly and faithfully in- 
terpret the law. We will not stand for judges 
who undermine democracy by legislating 
from the bench or try to remake the culture 
of America by court order 

We stand for a culture of responsibility in 
America. We're changing the culture of this 
country from one that has said, “If it feels 
good, do it,” and “If you've got a problem, 
blame somebody else,” to a culture in which 
each of us understands we're responsible for 
the decisions we make in life. If you're fortu- 
nate enough to be a mother or father, you re 
responsible for loving your child with all your 
heart. If you’re worried about the quality of 
the education in the community in which you 
live, you're responsible for doing something 
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about it. If you’re a CEO in corporate Amer- 
ica, you have the re sponsibility to tell the 
truth to your shareholders and your employ- 
ees. And in the responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we'd like to be loved ourself. 

For all Americans, these years in our his- 
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
life of when little is 
expected of the leaders. This is not one of 


times in the a nation 
those times. You and I are living in a period 
when the high, the 
difficult is needed 
will 


challenge is 
None 
that week when one « 
ended and another began 

On Septe »mber the 14th, 2001, I stood in 
the ruins of the ’ 
get that day 
the hardhats who were shouting 
it takes 
his 


stakes are 
and resolve ot us 


ever forget ‘Ta 


I'll never for- 
workers and 
Whatever 
| remember the guy who pointed 
me and said, “Don’t let 
all did that day, these men 
through the rubble 
took it personally [ took it personally I have 


[win Towers 


I remember the 


finger at 
As we 


me 
down 


and women searching 


a responsibility that goes on. I will never re- 
lent in bringing justice to our enemies. I will 
defend our country, whatever it takes 

a witness 
Nation. Not so long 
about the Amer- 
about our capacity to meet 


In these times, I’ve also been 
to the character of this N 
ago, some had their doubts 
ican character 
serous challenges or to serve 


a Cause greater 


than self-interest. But Americans have 
their 


ol our troops. I've seen the heroism of Amer- 


given 


answer. I’ve seen the unselfish courage 


icans in the face of danger. I’ve seen the spir- 


it of service and compassion renewed in our 
We've 
common purpose when it mattered most 
We'll need all these qualities for the work 
ahead. We have 
is counting on us to lead the 
We have a duty to spread 
opportunity and hope to every part of Amer- 
ica 


country all seen our Nation unite ir 


a war to win, and the world 


cause of free- 


dom and peace. 


This is the work that history has set be- 
We welcome it. And we know that 
for our country, the best days lie ahead 

Mav God bless vou all 


fore us 


Note: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the Santa 
Clara Convention Center 
ferred to Gov 
Brad Freeman 
Gerald L 


In his remarks, he re- 
Amold Schwarzenegger of Cali- 
California State 
Parsky 


fornia finance 


chairman State 


California 
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chairman, and Mercer Reynolds, national finance 
Bush-Cheney ‘04 ; Bill Jones, Re- 
publican candidate for California Senator 
former Representative John R. Thune 
lican candidate for South Dakota Senator 


chairman Inc 


and 


Repub 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Proposed Protocol 
Amending the Indonesia-U.S. 
Agreement Concerning Nuclear 
Energy 


March 4, 2004 
To the Congress of the United States 

Il am pleased to transmit to the Congress, 
with sections 123 b 123 
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amend- 
ed (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act’”), the 
text of a proposed Protocol Amending the 
Agreement tor Cooperation Between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Republic of In- 
donesia Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nu- 
clear Energy, signed at Washington on June 
30, 1980. I also transmit my written approve il, 
ner cr and determination concerning 
the Protocol, Nuclear 
Proliferation NPAS 
Protocol with 
the Act, as amended by title 
Foreign Affairs Reform 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105 
a classified Annex to the NPAS, pre- 
pared by the Secretary of State in consulta- 
tion with the Central Intel- 
summarizing relevant classified in 
formation, will be submitted to the Congress 
The 


mitted to me 


consistent and 3d 


unclassified 
Assessment Statement 
the 


23 of 


and an 
concerning Consistent 
section 

XII of va 
structuring 


977 
ail 


and Re- 


Director of 


ligence 
separately joint memorandum sub- 
by the Sec retary of State 
the Secretary of Energy and a letter 
the the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission stating the views of the 


and 
from 
Chairman of 
Com- 
mission are also enclosed 
I am advised that the proposed Protocol 
Act 
and other applicable law and that it meets 
all statutory requirements. This Protocol will 
advance the nonprolife ration and other for- 
eign policy y interests of the United States 

The Protocol amends the 


Cooperation Between the ¢ 


has been negotiated consistent with the 


Agreement for 


Government of 
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the United States of America and the Gov 
ernment of the Republic of Indonesia Con 
cerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy in 
two respects: 

1. It extends the Agreement, which ex 
pired by its terms on December 30, 2001] 
until December 30, 2031, with effect from 
the former date; and 

= updates certain provisions of the 
Agreement relating to the physical protection 
of nuclear material subject to the Agreement 

As amended by the proposed Protocol, the 
Agreement will continue to meet all require 
ments of U.S. law 

Indonesia is a party to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
NPT) and has an agreement with the IAEA 
for the application ol full-scope safeguards 
to its nuclear program. It was also among 
the early sponsors of, and is a current party 
to, the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapons Free 
Zone. The United States and Indonesia have 
had a long and positive history of cooperation 
in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, with 
our earliest agreement for this purpose dat 
ing back to 1960 

I have considered the views and _ rec 
ommendations of the interested agencies in 
reviewing the proposed Protocol and have 


determined that its performance will pro 
mote, and will not constitute an unreasonable 
risk to 
Accordingly 


the common defense and security 
I have ipproved the Protocol 
that 
the Congress give it favorable consideration 


and authorized its execution and urg¢ 

This transmission shall constitute a sub 
mittal for purposes of both sections 123 b 
and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act. My 
Administration is prepared to begin imme- 
diately the consultations with the Senate For 
eign Relations Committee and House Inte 
national Relations Committee consistent 
with section 123 b. Upon completion of th 
30-day continuous session period provided 
for in section 123 b., the 60-day continuous 
session period provided for in section 123 d 
shall commence 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 4, 2004 


NotI 


of the Press Secretarv on 


This message was released by the 
March 5 


Ottice 


An original 
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was not available for verification of the content 


of this message 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Che following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 


February 28 


In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 
President had an intelligence briefing 


February 29 
In the afternoon, the President returned 


to Washington, DC 


March 1 


In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing and met with the National 
Security Council 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Miss America 2003, Erika Harold. Later, he 
met with Members of Congress 

During the day, the President had a tele- 
phone with President | 
Maria Aznar of Spain to discuss the situation 
in Haiti 
lombia, and the situation in Venezuela 

In the evening, at the home of Senate Ma 
jority Leader Bill Frist, the President made 
remarks at a National Republican Senatorial 
Committee reception 


conversation Jose 


President Aznar’s recent visit to Co- 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Deborah Hersman to be a member 
of the National Transportation Safety Board. 


March 2 


In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with President Jacques 
Chirac of France to discuss the situation in 
Haiti. Later, he had a telephone conversation 
with President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of 
Brazil to discuss the situation in Haiti and 
regional issues. He then had an intelligence 
briefing 
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in an Oval Office 
the President received the annual 


Later in the morning 
ceremony 
report ol the Boy Scouts of America 

In the afternoon, the President  partici- 
pated ina photo opportunity with student 
delegates from the U.S. Senate Youth Pro- 
vram 
President had a tele 
phone conversation with Senator John Kerry 


In the evening, the 


of Massachusetts to congratulate the Senator 
Presidential 
primary elections earlier in the day 


on his victories in Democratic 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s Committee on the National 
Medal of Science: Francisco G 
Denice Dee Denton, Peter H 
Margaret H. Wright 


Cigarroa, 


Raven, and 


March 3 
In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence brie fing. Later he met with Secretary 
of Defense Donald H 
Later in the morning, the President tray 


eled to Los Angeles, CA, wher upon rival 


Rumsfeld 


he creeted USA Freedom ¢ orps voluntee) 


Charlotte Van Fleet 

In the afternoon, at the Los Angeles Con- 
vention Center, the President met with faith 
based program participants 

In the 


Republican 


ittended a 
Victory 


evening, the President 


National 


2004 dinner at a private re sidence 


Committec 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Benjamin Grumbles to be Assistant 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec 
tion Agency 

The President announced the designation 
of the following individuals to attend the 
state funeral of President Boris Trajkovski of 

March 5: Secretary of Vet 
Anthony ] head of 
Lawrence Butler; Frank Woll 
Eliot Engel; Barry Jackson; and Kent Patton 

The President declared a major disaster in 
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple 
ment State 


Macedonia on 
Altairs 


dek gation 


erans Principi 


and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by record/neal 


January 25—31 


record Snow on 


March 4 


In the morning, the President had an intel 


ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Bakers 
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field, CA, where upon arrival, he greeted 
USA Freedom Dana 
Karcher 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Santa Clara, CA. Later, he traveled to the 
Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX 

The White that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will welcome Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak of Egypt to the Bush 
Ranch in Crawford, TX, on April 12 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Erle Nye as Chairman of the Na- 
tional Infrastructure Advisory Council 


Corps voluntee1 


House announced 


March 5 


In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing 

In the 
Bush welcomed 


President and Mrs. 
President Vicente Fox of 
Marta Sahagun de Fox, 


afternoon, the 


Mexico and his wile 
to the Bush Ranch 
In the the President and Mrs 
Bush hosted a dinner for President and Mrs 
Fox 
The 


appoint the following individuals as members 


evening 


President announced his intention to 


of the Antitrust Modernization Commission 
Dennis W. Carlton: Deborah A. Garza: San 


ford M. Litvack; and Deborah P. Majoras 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The follo ving list does not include promotions ol 
members Uniformed Services 
to the Service Academies 


elgn Service ollicers 


Cal 
ot the nomimations 


or nominations of For 


Submitted March I 


Ann R. Klee 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
of the 


vice Robert E 


Administrator 


Environmental Protection Agency 


Fabricant, resigned 
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Submitted March 2 


Deborah Hersman 

of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board for a term « xpi 
ing December 31, 2008, vice John Goglia 
term expired 


Submitted March 3 


Benjamin Grumbles 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Agency 
vice George Tracy Mehan III, resigned 


Environmental Protection 
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of White House Press Releases 


The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printe d as 
Dice st | 


items nor covered by entries in the 


Other White House Announcements 


Released February 28 


franscript of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza 
Lecture 


Rice to the Reagan 


Statement by the 
demning the violence in Haiti 


Press Secretary con 


Released February 29 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 


that the President signed H.R. 3850 
Released March I 


ranscript of a press briefing by Press Se 
retary Scott McClellan 


Released March 2 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Se 
retary Scott McClellan 


Fact sheet: President Highlights a More S¢ 
First Anniversary of De 
partment of Homeland Security 


cure America on 


Released March 3 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan and Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives Office Director Jim 
Powey 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New York 


Fact sheet Compassion in Action: Helping 


America s Charities serve Those Most in 


Need 
Released March 4 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary Meeting 
With President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 743 
Released March 5 


Trans« ript of a press gaggle by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 





Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved February 29 


H.R. 3850 / Public Law 108-202 
Surtace Transportation 
2004 


Extension Act of 


Approved March 2 


H.R. 743 / Public Law LOS—203 
Social Security Protection Act of 2004 


S. 523 
Native 
of 2004 


Public Law 108—204 
American Technical Corrections Act 
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